
THE GREAT OCEAN WALK 

• Extends just over 104km from A/Bay -> 12 Apostles; final stages upgraded recently 
but overall completion was 2004 

• Traverses rugged coastline with sea-cliffs, stream crossings, beaches & secluded 
campsites (bookings required) 

• One-way long-distance walking extending east to west (6-7 days) 

• Various access points along the way so can be done as day trips (like we are) 

• Amazing views, awe-inspiring history in area, magical natural features 

• Parts of the walk are based on tracks blazed by Superintendent Charles LaTrobe in 
1846, when surveying Cape Otway for establishment of the Lighthouse 

• Also retraces the steps of the first Lighthouse Keepers & their staff, who travelled 
along the coastline to retrieve life-saving cargo from supply ships 

• Wildlife includes: kangaroos, koalas, peregrine falcons, gannets, albatross, ducks 
(wetlands), muttonbirds (fly approx. 30,000km/year; nest b/w Oct-April; M/bird 
Island near Loch Ard Gorge), Rufus Bristlebird (rare, size of blackbird, upturned tail 
which jerks as it runs/flies for cover), bandicoots, wrens, swamp harriers, hone-
eaters, whales, seals (colony near Marengo, 50m off-shore), WT Eagles, King Parrots, 
possums, gliders, plovers, Yellowtail Black Cockatoos 

• KOALAS – feed almost entirely on foliage of eucalypts; food preference dependant on 
region they are in; here = Manna Gums; eucalyptus leaves have little nutritional 
value, but K’s anatomy, physiology & behaviour is adapted to this, especially reduced 
energy requirements; gestation period = 35 days, with joeys born blind, deaf & 
naked, weighing ½ a gram (size of jelly bean); they crawl through fur to the pouch & 
attach to teat; pouch faces backwards like a wombat; thought that koala & wombat 
came from same ancient ancestor; most development occurs here; furred up in 
about 6.5 months; emerges from pouch about 7 months 
 

THE GREAT OCEAN ROAD 

• National Heritage listed stretch of road, running 243km along the SE coast of Vic b/w 
Torquay & Allansford 

• Built by returned soldiers b/w 1919-1932 

• Dedicated to those soldiers killed in WWI – world’s largest war memorial 

• Winds through varied terrain & provides access to several landmarks = important 
tourist attraction 

• Coastline followed referred to as the Surf Coast b/w Torquay & Cape Otway; 
Shipwreck Coast west of Cape Otway 

• Road traverses rainforests as well as beaches and cliffs composed of limestone and 
sandstone = susceptible to erosion 

• Lots of limestone/sandstone near Port Campbell 

• Closer to Geelong, tall vertical cliffs along the road = rock falls 

• Listed as one of the state’s top tourism experiences 



• 45 kms section b/w Lorne & Apollo Bay is location of the GOR marathon each year 
since 2005 (current record 2’27”42secs: 2011 – Kenyan James Kipkelwon, who also 
won in 2012) 

• Played host to the Cadel Evan GOR race in 2015 and 2016, which included elite races 
for men & women, and a mass participation People’s Ride 

• First planned towards end of WWI after funds were requested for returned soldiers 
to work on roads in sparsely populated areas in western district 

• By time of WWI, rugged SW coast of Vic only accessible by sea or rough bush track 

• Along with being dedicated as a memorial, it was envisaged road would connect 
isolated settlements to the coast and become a vital transport link for timber 
industry & tourism 

• Surveying started in 1918 (tentatively titled the South Coast Road) – initial planned 
route Barwon Heads => west around Cape Otway and end Warrnambool 

• Advance team progressed through dense wilderness at approx. 3kms per month 

• Great Ocean Road Trust formed as private company in 1918 – managed to secure 
81,000PS in capital from private subscriptions & borrowing 

• Trust President, Howard Hitchcock contributed 3000PS of own money 

• Plan was to repay money by charging drivers a toll until the debt was cleared, and 
then the road would be gifted to the state 

• Construction began on 19.9.1919 

• Built by approximately 3000 returned servicemen 

• Construction done by hand using explosive, pick & shovel, wheel barrows and some 
small machinery 

• Many workers were killed on the job 

• Final steep section were most difficult to work on 

• Soldiers were paid 10 shillings & sixpence for 8 hours per day, also working a ½ day 
on Saturdays 

• Tents were used for accommodation & a communal dining marquee/kitchen 

• Food cost up to 10 shillings per week 

• Workers had access to a piano, gramophone, games, newspapers & magazines at 
camp 

• When steamboat, Casino, became stranded in 1924 near Cape Patton after hitting 
reef, it jettisoned 500 barrels of beer and 120 cases of spirits; workers got hold of 
cargo = unscheduled 2-week long drinking break 

• March 1922 – section from Eastern View => Lorne officially opened, but closed again 
less than 2 months later for further work, reopening in late December, along with 
tolls to recoup construction costs (2 shillings/motor car, 10 shilling for wagons with 
2+ horses) 

• November 1932 – section from Lorne to A/Bay finished (road now complete) 

• Officially opened at a ceremony near Lorne’s Grand Pacific Hotel 

• Howard Hitchcock who was President of the Trust died in 1932 before road was 
completed, but his car was driven behind the governors in the procession along the 
road during the opening ceremony 



• Memorial constructed in Hitchcock’s name on the road at Mt Defiance (near Lorne) 

• Originally fit only one vehicle at a time, with few places to pull over to allow others to 
proceed in opposite direction 

• Road handed over to state got on 2.10.1936, with deed for road presented to the 
VictPremier at a ceremony at Cathedral Rock toll gate; tolls were removed then 

• 1962 – road deemed by Tourist Development Authority to be “one of the world’s 
great scenic roads” 

• Sections were widened to improve traffic flow while aiming to preserve its character 

• Even then, with improvements, road still considered a challenging drive, and the Vic 
Police motor school used it for training around 1966 

• susceptible to natural elements – 1960: section near Princetown partially washed 
away during storms; 1964 & 1971: landslides closed road near Lorne; 1962 & 1964: 
closed due to bushfires; 2011: some overhanging cliffs collapsed due to heavy rain 

• Added to Australian National Heritage List in 2011 

GEOLOGY 

• A distinctive & significant environment 

• Otways originally an island range, isolated for 1 million years+ from similar mountain 
ranges in Vic & Tassie 

• Now see volcanic plains & ocean with endemic plants & fauna 

• Rich soil & high rainfall = impressive forests, including Mountain Ash 

• Lots of sandstone platforms & cliffs near the coast, with variations where softer 
sandstone has eroded away 

• Sedimentary & igneous rocks of the region were compressed over approx. 500 
million years & with faulting & folding, variations in layers & angles have been 
created 

• There are 3 major rivers in the area: Aire, Gellibrand & Barwon 

• This region = mostly grey sandstone exposed on the shore platforms & cliffs 

• Various types of “concretions” are exposed where softer sandstone erodes, eg. 
Milanesia Creek (cannonball type) & complex honeycombs 

• Series of sediments began to accumulate when sea formed at time when Australia & 
Antarctica separated (approx. 80 million years ago), forming the region’s underlying 
rocks 

• Grey-green sandstone of coast created 110 million years ago 

• From 40 million years ago, the red marine limestone (skeletal remains of marine 
creatures), & marl found between Torquay & Airey’s Inlet, and between Princetown 
& Warrnambool 

• About 4 million years ago = volcanic period & warmer climate, resulting in rising sea-
levels that invaded land from the SE, isolating the Otway area 

• Sea retreated during various ice ages & reopened the land bridge to Tassie 

• There have been big increases in sea-levels over the past 15,000 years (+140 metres) 

 



OTWAY FORESTS 

• Have been source of timber for more than 150 years, with production peaking in 
1961 & ceasing in 2008 

• With a special permit, timer and other forest resources can be collected, eg. Seeds, 
foliage, firewood, posts, decorative products, etc 

• Ancient rainforests throughout the area 

• Narrow-Leaf Peppermint Gum Tree - 

• Mountain Ash-  

• Myrtle Beech: pre-dates eucalypts; not adapted to bushfires, therefore much killed 
off; slow growing; likes high rainfall in gullies; live 300 years & grow to 30m tall 

• Blackwood: common in gullies & fringing paddocks; hardy, long-living Acacia variety; 
fast-growing with a dense canopy; rough bark with creamy bell-like flowers in Winter 
& Spring; twisted seedpods in Summer; good timber for furniture-making; used by 
Aboriginal people, with the fibre in the bark used as fishing line & the hardwood to 
make woomeras & clubs 

• Native Mulberry: thrives on damp, sheltered slopes & in gullies; hardy; grows up to 
7m tall; produces inedible yellow-orange fruit resembling a mulberry; adorned by 
pale green flowers in the Spring, with male flowers on different plants to female 
flowers; Aboriginal people used stem & wood for spear-ends & fire-making 

 

GREAT OTWAY NATIONAL PARK & MARINE PARKS 

• Great Otway NP covers 103,000 hectars 

• Represented by the tall, wet, ancient rainforests, sandy beaches, rock platforms & 
windswept heathland, fringed by a spectacular coastline 

• In the north, the park features tall forests, ferny gullies, magnificent waterfalls & 
tranquil lakes 

• 6 of the 11 Marine Parks & Sanctuaries are located here along the GOR 

• These protect 5.3% of Victoria’s coastal waters, safeguarding important marine 
habitats, species & significant natural features 

 

TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

• The Gadubanud (people of the King Parrot language), belong to this area 

• traditional country rich & diverse in plant/animal life 

• has been a gathering/ceremonial/feasting place for 1000s of years 

• Lighthouse precinct is built on a traditional fishing route, with fresh water provided 
by a natural spring 

• There are numerous middens & tool-making sites at Cape Otway 



• Varied diet indicated by fragments in middens: turban shells, abalone, peri-winkle, 
elephant fish, chiton, beaked mussels, limpets 

• Various vegetables, tubers, berries available 

• Bark canoes were used in rivers and along the coastal waters 

• Early ships’ logs reported indigenous people sailing close to shore in this region 

• Traded spearwood for Mt William greenstone, when tribes from all over Victoria met 
for traditional ceremonies 

• Many killed by early explorers & settlers, who were claiming and clearing lad for 
pasture & infrastructure in the 19th C 

• Indigenous women raped & a massacre took place at Blanket Bay (east of Cape 
Otway) 

• Gundidjmara people are traditional custodians today 

 

TORQUAY 

• Township faces Bass Strait 

• The gateway to the GOR, 21 km S of Geelong 

• Coastal features include Point Danger & Zeally Bay 

• Population approximately 12,000 

• Inhabited by Wathaurong Aboriginal group before white settlement 

• From the 1860s, picnickers began to frequent the area, which was originally known 
as Spring Creek, after the watercourse along its SW edge 

• James Follett, who settled here in 1871, suggested Torquay after the seaside town in 
Devon he came from – name was officially adopted in 1892 

• Spring Creek bridge was built in 1908 & connected town to Anglesea 

• Primary school opened in 1900 in the newly built Presbyterian church, & moved to 
the recreation hall in 1901, with a permanent school building not opened until 1910 

• Community facilities continued to develop from the 1920s – there were 145 bathing 
boxes on the main beach at one stage 

• SLSC is the oldest and largest club in Victoria 

• Increased development of the area over recent years – spread of housing 
areas/estates, golf courses/clubs 

• Many famous surf companies have their base here, eg. Ripcurl & Quiksilver 

• Population triples over Jan/Feb 

• Town hosts Schoolies Week celebrations 

 

 

 

 



ANGLESEA 

• Population about 2,800 

• Originally known as Swampy Creek; name changed to Anglesea River in 1884 when 
township was established 

• PO under that name opened in 1886 and was renamed Anglesea in 1950 

• Alcoa of Australia operated a power station & open-cut coalmine here until August 
2105; site is now subject of restorative work 

• Ash Wednesday fires swept through the area in Feb 1983, destroying many homes 

• Population surges over the summer months, peaking over Xmas/New Year 

• Best surfing occurs at a beach just west of the town known as Guyyo’s 

• Well-known locally for regular riverbank markets 

• The golf course is renowned for its resident population of eastern grey kangaroos 

• In September, the town hosts the Angair Wildflower Festival 

• Surf Coast Walk passes through the town & can either be followed NW along coast to 
Torquay or SE towards Aireys Inlet  

• Home of one of areas premier Op Shops, Seaside Seconds, run by local Baptist Church 

LORNE 

• Situated on Louttit Bay, named after Captain Louttit who sought shelter here in 1841 
while supervising the retrieval of cargo from a nearby shipwreck 

• Coast surveyed in 1846 & first European settler was William Lindsay, a timber cutter 
who began felling the area in 1849 

• First telegraph arrived in 1859 and first subdivision began in 1869 

• In 1871, the town named after the Marquess of Lorne from Argyleshire in Scotland 
on the occasion of his marriage to Princess Louise, one of Queen Victoria’s daughters 

• Rudyard Kipling visited area in 1891 & was inspired to write the poem Flowers, which 
refers to the Erskine River and the line “down the road to Lorne” 

• Popular tourist destination 

• Population approx. 1200, with figure growing over the holiday season, up to 13,000 
over New Years Eve when Falls Festival is on 

• Prior to European settlement, area was part of traditional lands of the Gadubanud or 
King Parrot people, but some information suggests area was occupied by the 
Kolakngat Aborigines 

• GOR extended to Lorne by 1922, making the town much more accessible 

• Guest houses began to appear after 1930 

• Local fishing industry expanded significantly in the 1930s and 40s 

• Ash Wednesday fires swept through in 1983, destroying 76 homes 

• Popular for beachside activities and fishing for barracuda, whiting and trevally 

• Pier to Pub (1.2km swim) attracts 20,000 visitors during the first weekend in Jan – 
largest organised ocean swim in the world; capped at 4000 competitors; Mountain to 
Surf run and the Lorne Surf Boat Race also occur on this weekend 

• Has two pubs, the Grand Pacific Hotel and Lorne Hotel 



 

WYE RIVER 

• Fires starting Xmas Day 2015 destroyed 116 homes in Wye River & Separation Creek 

• Fires continued to burn for over one month with spread ultimately halted by human 
intervention 

• Wasn’t a massive fire vs those in the past in Vic, but caused massive destruction 

• Difficult to access due to the environment & lack of road infrastructure through the 
range – only access points are from Torquay end of GOR & Skene’s Creek (just east of 
Apollo Bay) from inland & just east of 12 Apostles from inland 

• Victorian, interstate & NZ fire crews were involved in process 

• Tourism businesses struggled, but have rallied with local support & beyond 

• This summer season will be vital for things to get back on track economically 

 

APOLLO BAY 

• Situated on the eastern side of Cape Otway, along edge of the Barham River 

• Population approx. 1200 

• A smaller and quieter tourist destination than Lorne 

• Hosts the annual Apollo Bay Music Festival & the GOR Sports Festival 

• Southern right whales come to area to breed from Winter to Spring – give birth and 
raise them in the warmer, calmer water of SA during their migration season 

• Sometimes humpback whales can be seen off the coast too 

• Was part of the traditional lands of the Gadubanud (King Parrot) people 

• In the 1840s, the Henty brothers established a whaling station at Point Bunbury, on 
the western end of the bay (Captain Loutit sheltered his vessel The Apollo here from 
a storm in 1845 

• First European settlers were timber cutter in the 1850s, who subsequently 
established the sawmills 

• Farmers later moved into the area and a small settlement on the bay developed 

• PO opened on May 1, 1873 (called Middleton) 

• Township originally called Krambruk was established in 1877 and renamed Apollo 
Bay in 1898 

• During this time, almost all access to the area was by sea 

• With upgrade of the road to the town in 1927 and completion of the GOR in 1932, 
the town became a tourist destination and an important fishing port 

• In 1936, a submarine telegraph and telephone cable from A/Bay to Stanley provided 
the first connection to Tasmania from the mainland 

• A/Bay telegraph station closed in 1963 and is now a museum 

• On July 10, 1932, the coastal steamer Casino sank while attempting to berth at the 
town jetty – 10 lives lost 



LIGHTHOUSE PRECINCT/CAPE OTWAY 

• 30km W of Apollo Bay at the sthn tip of Vic’s W coast 

• Middens have been found in area as evidence of campsites of Gadubanud people 

• 8 wrecks = development of CO Lighthouse in 1846; decommissioned 1994 

• Longest continuously operating LH on Oz mainland 

• Now a low-powered solar light in front of original tower (3 white flashes/18 secs) 

• The Lighthouse is manned by trained guides 

• Area includes: the lighthouse, a telegraph station, WWII Radar Station, shipwreck 
relics, Light-keeper’s cottage & historical displays 

• Cemetery contains remains of LH Keepers and their families, as well as wreck victims 

• Many wrecks in the region, including “Jenny” (1854 off Cape Volney), “Marie 
Gabrielle” (1869 off Moonlight Head), “Eric the Red” (1880), with some wreckage 
being found on beaches in NZ, “The Fiji” (1891 off Moonlight Head), “Lady Loch” (in 
Blanket Bay), “SS Champion” (1857), after colliding with another steamship “Lady 
Bird”, and racehorse, “King John” reportedly swam 10 miles to shore & was found 
grazing near Cape Otway 2 days later 

• Following a devastating incident where 400 lives were lost after sinking of 
“Cataraqui” near King Island, Charles LaTrobe (Superintendent of Port Phillip) was 
charged with surveying Cape Otway for establishment of a Lighthouse 

• He reached Cape Otway overland in 1846, with help of local Aboriginals & settlers, 
after 3 previous attempts 

• The site was basically impenetrable due to forests, rivers and deep ravines, making 
transport of building materials almost impossible 

• Recorded that resources were abundant & accessible 

• Stone used was sourced from Parker River (5km to east) & was transported by oxen 

• Lamp lit on 29.8.1848 after years of exploration work and logistical challenges and 
gruelling physical work 

• 70 men worked for 10 months to shape the sandstone with such skill that no cement 
was required to assemble the lighthouse tower 

• The lantern was manufactured in London and transferred from ship to land in small 
boats, negotiating the crashing waves 

• Light mechanism consisted of 21 polished reflectors & lamps mounted on a frame 

• Flash = 3 seconds with 50 seconds darkness 

• The Argand Lamp burned sperm whale oil 

• It is the oldest lighthouse on the mainland 

• Height = 21m; height above sea level = 91m; lens speed = 1 revolution/90 seconds; 
weight of the lens = 4,318 kg; distance to England = 26,000km; fastest Liverpool -> 
Melbourne crossing under sail = 63 days 

• In 1891, original light replaced with modern revolving lens, burning a single colza oil 
wick lamp 

• In 1905, incandescent kero mantle replaced the oil & wick lamp = brightness 
increased to 100,000 candles 



• 1939, light & turning mechanism converted to electricity & powered by diesel 
generator = brightness increased to 1,000,000 candles  

• 1962, lighthouse connected to mains electricity 

• 1994, lighthouse decommissioned & replaced with solar power beacon 

• Head Light-keeper kindled light at sunset and was on duty til 10pm 

• Assistants were in charge from 10pm til sunrise in 2 watches – role included 
collecting firewood and carting supplies over kms of rough terrain, paint/repair 
buildings, care for stock and vegetable gardens, along with other duties as allocated 
by Head Keeper 

• First personnel had to be dedicated and hard-working, resourceful to copy with the 
demands of an arduous, isolated lifestyle 

• Supplies were delivered x2 per year by boat 

• Had to keep light lit, rescue/feed shipwreck victims, raise families, etc 
 

• WWII Radar Station: built in 1942 with purpose of detecting and intercepting the 
enemy 

• Operators known as “Eyes of the Fighter Sector” 

• One of 4 units in operation in Bass Strait (others @ W/Prom, Metung and Gabo 
Island) 

• Data collected sent via wireless telegraphy to top-secret Air Defence HQ in Melb 

• Cape Otway sent its “secret” info to HQ by a telephone line shared with farmers in 
the area 

• Info plotted on main operators board so aircraft could be despatched to investigate 
or engage with hostile aircraft, ships or subs 

• Operated for 4 years with up to 50 RAAF personnel stationed here 
 

• Telegraph Station: build in 1859 in response to growing demand for communication 
between the colonies, and the number of ships making landfall at Cape Otway 

• Housed operators and their families and the telegraph operating rooms 

• Submarine cable laid between Tassie and Cape Otway, via King Island 

• Cable failed within 6 months of opening 

• Italian-villa style house converted to Lloyd’s Signal Station, responsible for passing on 
the details to Melbourne of all vessels passing the Cape 

• Has been refurbished and accessible as means of understanding its history 

LAVER’S HILL 

• Inland section of GOR b/w Port Campbell & Apollo Bay; NW of Cape Otway 

• Intersecting road leads to Cobden or Colac to the north 

• Offers cafes, pub and tourist info 

• Wood sculpture at “T” I/section = “Drift”: tribute to marine environment, pre-historic 
skeletal finds, wrecks & agricultural machinery of area (designed by James Catell) 

• Melba Gully (4km W on GOR) = ancient RFs with glow worms 

• Many walks, w/falls & attractions inland from here 



MARENGO BEACH => SHELLEY BEACH (7km/3 hrs/easy); visitvictoria = 5km/2hrs/med 

• Fur seals inhabit area 

• Can be hazardous 

• Named after the settlement on Hayley Point 

• Faces east; 150m long 

• Tucked between 2 rock platforms with some reefs off the beach 

• Average wave height = 0.5m 

• Steep, barless beach with deep water close inshore 

• Reefs here called “Infinities” with L & R handers during mod-high swells 

• Only rideable waves along this rocky section of the coast 

• Good access for fishing from the beaches & rock platforms 

• Sandstone rock platforms & reefs 

• Divided by small beaches that extend 2.5km from The Point to The Blowhole 

• Beaches = 3 Creeks Beach 

• GO NP Forest above Shelly Beach 

 

PARKER RIVER INLET 

• Perennial river of Corangamite catchment 

• Flows through Great Otway NP to empty into Bass Strait 

• Descends 291m over 13km course 

• Narrow inlet surrounded by rocky cliffs 

• Opens up onto a sheltered, sand-floored valley cut by 2 streams 

• Approx. 400m walk down steep track from campsite (sign says 250m) 

• In Gadubanud language, the river is knows as Tjeerrang Bundit – “twigs of spear tree” 

• Named by surveyor, George Smythe, after Amelia Parker, who he later married 

• When tide right, can see the “ribs” of Eric the Red (1880) 

• River played major role in development of Lighthouse station – sandstone for L/H 
quarried here and dragged to Cape by bullock teams (on wooden tramline up steep 
hill) 

• Infrequent supply boats would sometimes unload here 

 

CRAYFISH BAY 

• Not 1st one you come to, but can be accessed from it 

• Used to house a few fish shacks which have been removed since areas became part 
of Great Otway NP 

• Private property to north of GOW track 

• Good for snorkelling at low tide due to reef area and lots of rock pools 



CAPE OTWAY L/HOUSE => AIRE RIVER => CASTLE COVE (10-16km/4.5-5hrs/mod) 

• Depart C/O LH @ 8.30am 

• Walk through coastal scrubland & past/along calcified cliffs 

• Aire River Lookout = views to estuary where Aire River meets the sthn Ocean & 
Glenaire Beach 

• Wetlands accommodate bird & wildlife 

• Aire River Bridge 

• Aire River Picnic Area = 10km in (Lunch 12.30-1.00) 

• Further 6km to C/Cove 

• Track heads inland & climbs up & around next headland through tea-tree forests 

• Back onto coastal paths with view of coastline 

• Ups & downs with a bit of a climb before C/Cove (approx. 4.00pm) 

• C/Cove = beautiful beach with towering cliffs; high archaeological significance with 
dinosaur fossils found here 

• Approx. 1 hour drive back to Bimbi Park/CO L/house 

 

MILANESIA GATE => MOONLIGHT HEAD (10-14km/6-8hrs/mod??) 

• 9.00am depart vehicle 

• Descend to remote beach with privately-owned hut; few visitors due to isolation 

• Continue along high sea-cliffs to Ryan’s Den with amazing views (meet up with 2nd 
guide approx. 30 mins prior to RD) 

• Lunch 12.30-1.00pm @ RD with views E to C/O & W to Cape Volney 

• Walk through coastal forest over Cape Volney to Moonlight Head (named by 
Matthew Flinders during a break in rain at night – April 1802) 

• Arrive M/H approx. 3.30-4.00pm 

 

JOHANNA 

• Rural farming settlement b/w Glenaire & Laver’s Hill 

• Rolling hills & lush rainforest meet @ foot of wild sthn ocean 

• Named after a schooner “Joanna”, wrecked @ the mouth of J River on 22.9.1843 

• Dinosaur fossils have been found at Glenaire Valley 

• Surf beach = powerful & quick variations in waves = dangerous!! 

• Bells Beach surfing comp has been moved here in past due to poor conditions at BB 

• Popular for fishing; attracts salmon schools 

 

 



PRINCETOWN (8km east of 12 Apostles) => 12 APOSTLES (8.5km/2.5-3hrs/easy-med) 

• The point where the Gellibrand River meets the sea = Point Ronald 

• Border of Great Otway NP & Port Campbell NP 

• Lots of native animals & birds in area, fish & eels in river 

• River used for paddling & fishing 

• Area originally occupied by the Keerray Woorroong people – they constructed steps 
cut into cliffs to allow access to beaches, esp near Port Campbell; in late 1830s/early 
1840s, the KW people fought a sustained guerrilla campaign & there are several 
documented massacres; survivors were settled at a mission reserve near 
Warrnambool 

• Depart for walk approx. 9.00am 

• Start above the wetlands 

• Walk down through Gellibrand River estuary into Port Campbell NP 

• Approx. 11.00am – descend Gibsons Steps see story re: Gibson below) if tides ok to 
view Gog & Magog (not part of 12 Apostles but close cousins!) 

• Final km through to Visitor Centre: 12.00-1.30pm to enjoy views, etc & eat lunch 

 

GLENAMPLE HOMESTEAD (just east of 12 Apostles) 

• Glenample Station first leased in 1847 

• Hugh Gibson built current homestead in 1869 (steps to beach named after him due 
to rescue story) 

• Associated with wrecked Loch Ard (1878) – poor visibility caused wreck onto reef; 
young girl rescued by a crew member who left her in a cave & went for help; he ran 
into two boundary riders from Glenample & Hugh Gibson went for the girl; next day, 
HG returned to spot & found dead bodies of the girl’s mum, sister & 2 sailors; he 
buried them at the top of the cliffs in coffins created from piano cases 

 


