
South-West & Mt Field National Park Walk Notes 

 

 

 



Day 1 

Mt Field National Park, established in 1916 (along with Freycinet NP) is the oldest in 

Tasmania, and the second oldest reserve (1885) in the country behind Royal NP in 

NSW. It is well known for its outstanding natural heritage values which encompass 

glacial remanent features, tracts of undisturbed wet sclerophyll & tall eucalyptus 

forest, alpine & sub alpine communities, and complex karst systems. The park was 

named after Barron Field, an early judge of the NSW Supreme Court. He was a keen 

amateur naturalist and in 1819 presided at the first sitting of the VDL Supreme Court. 

Russell, Horseshoe & Lady Barren Falls Circuit (2.5 hours, 6km) 

Our walk today commences from behind the main visitor 

centre complex near the entrance to the park. Here there are 

toilets, visitor’s info, a shop, coffee, & picnic areas - plus 

designated bus parking. The initial walking track to Russell 

Falls is very short, well signposted, flat & thus deservedly 

popular. As the circuit continues up the hill, the number of 

walkers should start to thin. There are two other smaller waterfalls along the track, 

long stretches of wet temperate rainforest, and some magnificent examples of tall 

towering eucalyptus.  

Follow the walking track, keeping to the left (the right variant is a short-looped 

circuit) for ten minutes or so before reaching the triple tiered falls themselves. The 

base of the falls are fringed with large man-ferns – once used as a starchy food 

source by aboriginal people. At night it is possible to witness the starry display of 

glow-worms along this stretch of track.  

Glow-worms are not really worms, but the luminous larval stage of a 

fungus gnat. A chemical reaction in their abdomen produces a cold 

blue light. They are able to switch on and douse their lights at will. 

The larva builds a hollow, tubular nest of silk and mucous from which 

it suspends sticky threads up to 30 cm long. Flying insects, attracted to the lights, 

become trapped and are then eaten. After several months of growth, the glow-worm 

larva pupates inside a chrysalis, then emerges as an adult gnat. The adults live only a 

few days during which time they don’t feed—they have no functional mouth-parts. 

Instead, they mate. The female lays her eggs on the cave wall. 

Our loop walk continues by crossing to the far side of the viewing area, and following 

the path up the stairs on the right side of the falls. There are many viewing options of 



the different tiers on this section. At the top, there is a turnoff to Horseshoe Falls – 

another small scenic waterfall not far off the main track.  

The track continues – eventually crossing Lake Dobson Rd, 

and joining up with the Tall Trees Walk. This is a chance to 

witness the mighty Swamp Gums (Eucalyptus Regnans), 

which can grow up to 100m tall – and are the tallest 

flowering plant on earth! After navigating a section of 

stairs, the last site we visit is Lady Barron Falls (named in honour of Lady Clara 

Barron – wife of Sir Harry Barron, governor of Tasmania from 1909 – 1913), before 

returning to our start point following the creek back to the Tyenna River.  

 

Junee Cave (30 mins, 1km) 

This short and easy Junee Cave Walk - 5km out of Maydena - follows the Junee River 

upstream through rainforest understorey and open woodland to arrive at the mouth 

of a vast underground labyrinth of limestone caves. Make sure you leave the trailer 

at the accommodation before taking the bus down this road. 

The track weaves through moisture-loving ferns, bracken, moss and lichen, and 

traces the Junee River, which flows from the limestone caves themselves. The 

18,500-hectare Junee-Florentine karst system contains the deepest caves in 

Australia. This cave is part of a larger system stretching 30km through some 295 

caves - including Niggly Cave, the deepest in Australia. Some caves in this system 

contain well-preserved Aboriginal heritage in the form of animal bones, tools, 

hearths and hand stencils. 



Karst occurs when acidic water breaks down limestone or dolomite surfaces near 

their cracks. As the rock continues to erode, its fractures become larger and wider 

and with time an underground drainage system, such as the Junee-Florentine, can be 

formed. 

Rivers in karst areas can repeatedly disappear through cracks in the ground and 
spring up again in different locations, often under a different name.  

Uniquely for the area, the river water flows out of the cave clear (or a light tinge of 
blue). Most other waterways in the region obtain a dark tannin stained colouration, 
which accumulates from the root systems of certain plants (such as tea-tree) – but 
the river here has been filtered through the limestone constrictions of the karst.  

 

Day 2 

Tarn Shelf Circuit (6 hours, 14km. 470m+) 

From the visitor centre at Mt Field, follow the mostly gravelled Lake Dobson Rd for 

16km to its end. There are toilets & some shelter structures. The maximum elevation 

for the walk is 1260m. Note that the weather in the alpine areas can be very different 

than lower down the mountain.  

From the Lake Dobson carpark – pick up the Urquhart Track that 

runs along the left shore of the lake (the road can also be 

followed but this is more scenic). The track is most likely named 

after early Hobart Walking Club personality Mac Urquhart. There 

are many fine examples of the palm like endemic Pandani 

(Richea Pandnifloria) – which is the largest heath plant in the 

world. It can grow up to 12m tall & its common name is derived from its likeliness to 

the pandanis palm of northern Australia.  



When reconnected with the dirt road, continue 

climbing - following signs to the ski fields. The Snow 

Gum track provides the nicest walking passing these 

buildings, as the left variant takes you under the tows 

themselves. Skiing and ice-skating became popular in 

the 1920s, leading to the formation of the Ski Club of 

Tasmania in 1926. This group built the hut at Twilight Tarn. It took a full day to reach 

it along the old pack track. Many artefacts from this era are displayed in the Twilight 

Tarn Hut. In 1941 huts were also built at Lake Fenton for skiers. The opening of the 

Lake Dobson Road in 1937 made access much easier for winter sports, and ski field 

development at Mt Mawson (named after the famous Antarctic explorer) took off 

after World War II. By 1949 there were six club huts in the park. Increasing interest, 

and a jeep track to the Mount Mawson plateau in 1962, meant new clubs and huts, 

some commercial accommodation, ski training and rentals by 1980. Four rope tows, 

built and operated by volunteers, now run whenever snow cover is adequate. The 

difficult mountaintop terrain requires heavy snowfalls to provide satisfactory 

downhill skiing, but cross-country touring is a picturesque alternative. Tasmania’s 

only avalanche related fatality occurred in 1979, in the vicinity of the Golden Stairs 

above Lake Dobson.  

It won’t be too long until you reach the Lake Seal lookout, a good spot for a break. 

You should be able to spot the initial shelf itself & many of the tarns perched high 

above the lake – remnants of glacial scouring on the cirque walls in the upper 

reaches of the Broad Valley glacier. Mt Bridges can be made out part way around the 

far side of Lake Seal, with the bulk of the Rodway Range (including its ski tow) 

noticeable off to the left – with Mt Lord, Platypus Tarn & Mt Field East completing 

the panorama. Many of the alpine regions’ landmarks are named after prominent 

figures involved with the early national park proposal, these included Henry Dobson, 

Leonard Rodway, Herbert Nicholls, Clive Lord – other important contributors in this 

process included William Crooke, Louis Shoobridge, & William Legge. Lake 

Seal honours Matthew Seal who encouraged piscatorial pursuits in Tasmania. 

 

In about another kilometre or so, we pass the last of the tows coming down off the 

Rodway Range (take the right turn at the junction) & will soon pop onto the Tarn 

Shelf proper. A tarn is essentially a high glacially carved small lake. From here the 



trail zig zags through a very unique labyrinth of alpine lakes. The fagus or deciduous 

beech should be obvious (especially in autumn, with their brilliant annual orange 

foliage display) – sprawling up the slopes in a bright green glossy tangle. The 

vegetation is broken up by the occasional endemic pencil pines (anthrotaxis 

cupressoides), a slow growing distant relative of the native cypress pines that grow 

on the mainland. These trees pre-date flowing plants, and can live to be up to 1000 

years. They are very fire sensitive and remanent dead skeletal “stags” will be 

occasionally spotted along the walk – indicating past such events. 

There are old huts located at Lake Newgate (a good turn around point if the day is 

blowing out), and at Twilight Tarn. These can be used as emergency shelters. Lake 

Newgate is the largest on the Tarn Shelf, once forming the head of another 

subsidiary glacier that flowed down to Lake Webster. Around Twisted Tarns there is a 

great number of dead snow gums, which again provide a ghostly atmosphere. The 

death of these is unclear – but is likely either due to a past fire event (the last one of 

significance was in 1966), or from a severe out of season frost.  

The hut at Twilight Tarn was originally built in 1927 by 

the Ski Club of Tasmania, and today houses a kind of 

rustic museum, showcasing many relics of early ski 

history. After Twilight Tarn the track descends into the 

Broad River Valley, rounding Lake Webster & follows a 

less exposed route south back to the carpark (do not 

turn left towards Lake Fenton!), mostly through dryer eucalypt woodland. Once back 

to the dirt road, there is the option of taking the Pandani Grove link back to the 

Urquhart Track for a scenic finish, or instead simply follow the dirt road.  

 



Day 3 

Twelvetrees Range (3 hours return, 6km approx. 400m+) 

Today’s walk was born out of the need for a 

suitable contingency for our South-West NP 

segment, after the unfortunate bushfires that 

devastated the area in early 2019. It provides an 

accessible window into the vastness of the World 

Heritage Wilderness, without the need to scrub 

bash, mud slosh or scramble up and down overly 

steep terrain. It is very centrally located – and on 

a good day views will include Lake Pedder, Lake Gordon, Frankland Ranges, Arthur 

Ranges, Mt Anne, Mt Wedge, The Spires and much much more! 

Drive west towards Strathgordon, along Gordon River Road. At the roads highest 

point - The Needles should come into view on the left and the devastation from the 

fires will become evidently clear. It’s positive to note however that much of the 

buttongrass is already starting to re-sprout. This (along with members of the 

Myrtaceae family – eg. Eucalypts etc) IS a fire adapted species. It is worth pulling over 

somewhere to take in the expansive view – either at the crest itself or further along 

as the Florentine Valley opens up on the right.  

Continue past Scott’s Peak Road, and 

after about 45 mins sweeping views of 

The Sentinel Range should appear. 

There are some good pullovers on the 

left side of the road before rounding the 

corner – crossing the road and climbing 

up a short pad allows the best view. An 

hour should see you at Ted’s Beach 

Campground – where there is a toilet, 

picnic facilities and a worthwhile short 

return board walked track around the shores of Lake Pedder. This starts from the 

right-hand end of the beach, and is best early morning if the waters are calm.  

After this short stopover, hop back in the bus and reverse the drive for 500m or so to 

a small pullover on the right, opposite a gravel road with a locked gate (marked as 

“Jacks Track” on some maps). This road is occasionally used by TasNetworks & Hydro 

to access the towers on top of the range, but foot access is permitted. The power 

lines that you initially pass under are the main supply from the Gordon Dam Power 



Station. The climb is steady, but fairly constant – but in clear weather the views are 

stunning. The range itself was named after a prominent geologist William H. 

Twelvetrees who over 20 years produced 177 reports on Tasmanian geology alone. 

He passed through the area in 1908 whilst in search of a feasible route for the Great 

Western Railway, proposed between Hobart and the booming west coast mining 

areas. The railway was never constructed – and the mines were subsequently 

serviced by a line that ran to the northern ports at Emu Bay (Burnie) instead. 

After an hour or so, you should notice the approach of some large towers which 

sadly are unavoidable. Pass these, and soon the road sweeps around on itself to the 

right, and you should see a cairn on the left side of the road marking the logical start 

point of the rough foot pad to the summit (711m). This section is easy walking across 

open buttongrass plains but will be fully exposed in bad weather. Stick to the foot 

pad until you reach a large “tooth” of white quartzite. The pad ends here, and the 

true summit is an easy off-track stroll to the visible closest lump to the north-east. 

Make sure you are confident with navigation – and fan out through this section to 

minimise track formation. Hopefully there should be enough of a panoramic view 

from this spot to take their minds off the intrusive towers! Return the same way.  

                 

                 Cairn Marking Foot Pad                                        “Tooth” Rock where pad ends 

Ted’s Beach can again be utilised for a lunch or coffee stop, 

and maybe consider a short walk on the way back to 

Maydena to break up the drive – eg. Creepy Crawly Nature 

Walk OR the first 20 mins or so of The Sentinels Walk (good 

views from below the start of the craggy bits).  

If guests seem interested in the Gordon Dam - it is about a 

30-minute one-way drive from Ted’s Beach.  

The Twelvetrees Range walk should not be undertaken in 

extremely wet and windy weather as it is highly exposed.  



Creepy Crawly Nature Trail (20 mins) 

This is a short walk through a lovely section of cool temperate 

rainforest. Signs along the way help you discover the world of 

rainforest plants and invertebrates. The fully-boarded track gently 

weaves its way around moss-covered trees and over giant logs. 

The 165 steps on the track are gently graded and in short 

sections. The walk is located 2.5 km after Frodshams Pass along 

the Scotts Peak Road.  

 

Gordon Dam (1.5 hours, 85km drive from Maydena) 

The Gordon Dam was constructed in 1974, and began 

generating power in 1978 (first two turbines). A third turbine 

was commissioned in 1988. At a height of 140m, it is the tallest 

dam in Tasmania. It has also created the largest man-made 

lake in the country – able to hold over 12 million megalitres of 

water at full capacity (37 times the volume of Sydney 

Harbour). The corresponding Gordon Power Station is the 

largest in Tasmania. It is 183 metres underground, and has 432 

MW of generating capacity supplied by an 80-metre vertical 

channel. This covers about 13% of the state’s energy needs. 

Water is fed through a 137-metre vertical shaft from Lake Gordon and sent 

downstream into the Gordon River through a 1.6-kilometre long tunnel. 

 

The dam was designed with Dr. Sergio Guidici as the chief engineer. He went on to 

be involved with the design of the Crotty Dam in the West Coast Range, one of the 

last significant dams created by Hydro Tasmania during its unabated dam-building 

era. It is an example of a double curvature dam design, which is where the structure 

curves both vertically as well as horizontally.  

https://www.revolvy.com/page/Crotty-Dam
https://www.revolvy.com/page/West-Coast-Range


In 1963, the Australian Government provided 

a $5 million grant to Tasmania's Hydro-Electric 

Commission to build the Gordon River Road, 

from Maydena into the Gordon River area in 

the South West Wilderness region. Construction was 

underway by 1964, and within three years, the 

Tasmanian State Parliament approved the Gordon River Power Development with 

little in house opposition in 1967. The settlement of Strathgordon was established in 

1969, and at one point held a population of some 2000 workers involved with the 

construction of the dam.  

In 1979 the Tasmanian Labor government passed the Hydro-Electric Commission's 
plans for the second stage of the Gordon River Power Development (Gordon Below 
Franklin). The project would increase the generating capacity of Tasmania's 
electricity grid by 22 percent. It would create a man-made reservoir, 27 times the size 
of Sydney Harbour, and flood 35 kilometres of the Franklin River, which 
conservationists characterised as 'Tasmania's last wild river'. The conservation 
movement had grown into a lobby group, the Tasmanian Wilderness Society, and its 
campaign aroused the emotions of middle-class urban dwellers across Australia and 
abroad. It won World-Heritage listing for the Franklin and a promise that the 
incoming Australian Labor government would halt the scheme. 

The HEC abandoned the scheme after a 1983 High Court ruling that the 
Commonwealth's external relations powers gave it the right to honour its 
international treaty obligations by preventing the flooding of the Franklin, 
notwithstanding Tasmania's constitutional land use rights. 

Day 4 

Florentine Valley (3 – 4 hours return) 

Today’s return walk includes patches of old growth 

rainforest in the Florentine Valley, once marked for 

clear fell logging. There are a couple of short detours 

to some noteworthy stands of forest, as well as a 

lookout point which affords panoramic views over the 

surrounding area. A logical turn around point is the 

Florentine River itself. The trail head & small carpark 

can be found about 21km west of Maydena along the main Gordon River Rd. It is 

marked with a blue “Twisted Sister” sign. There is no toilet. Consider leaving the 

trailer at Maydena.  

https://www.revolvy.com/page/Australian-Government
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Hydro-Tasmania
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Hydro-Tasmania
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Gordon-River-Road
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Maydena
https://www.revolvy.com/page/South-West-Wilderness
https://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/E/Electricity.htm
https://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/W/Wilderness%20socy.htm


From the car park, pick up the 

Timbs Track and enter the 

mixed wet forests of the 

Upper Florentine Valley. This 

surrounding area was the site 

of a five-year blockade camp 

(2006 – 2011), aimed at preventing the logging of the forests that we walk through. 

Protesters utilised obstructionist techniques, such as blockading structures attached 

to tree sits to stand in the way of logging operations and prevent forest 

harvester equipment from moving into the valley. In one extreme scenario in the 

nearby Styx Valley - teacher Miranda Gibson spent an epic 457 days in a tree-sit to 

raise awareness of several forested valleys and to campaign for their World Heritage 

listing. She only came down in March 2013 because of a nearby bushfire.  

Follow the track through a primeval forest of giant endemic mountain ash eucalyptus 

delegatensis with a rainforest understorey of ancient myrtles and sassafras until you 

reach a junction. Left goes to the Twisted Sister tree and returns to the old coup and 

carpark – do this on the return. The rougher right track (Timbs Track) continues to 

the Tiger Valley Lookout and on to the Florentine River. As you walk along the track 

you will experience changing geology and ecology as you move from mixed wet 

forests and rainforest up onto a low quartzite ridge and into buttongrass and 

heathland. In spring and summer, the wildflowers here are spectacular.  

The Tiger Valley Lookout (turn off marked with a small 

cairn) was built by volunteers concerned about the 

proposed logging of the Upper Florentine. Sadly, it has 

now been dismantled. The wood was milled from a 

eucalypt log left as waste from forestry operations in the 

Florentine. From the Tiger Valley Lookout, you can see 

the surrounding peaks, including the Thumbs, Mount Wright, Tiger Range, Mount 

Field West, Tim Shea, the Needles, Mount Mueller and the Sawback Range. 

After the lookout, you can continue on (via a slightly rougher track) to the Florentine 

River (veer left at junction). Nearby the river there are a couple of decaying huts, and 

a clear mossy area - perfect for a break. These structures date back to the 1920’s 

when a pack track was utilised to access the osmiridium rush at Adamsfield. The river 

crossing was about the halfway point – and a trestle bridge once spanned to the 

other side. Ewe’s Hut was one of about 6 small huts built to accommodate travellers.  

On the return leg - branch off right on a good track to explore the giant Twisted 

Sister tree. The reason for the name will become obvious on arrival!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_sits
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_harvester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_harvester


Alternative Walk Locations 

Styx Valley (Tolkien Track) 

There are numerous short walks that can be had in the 

Styx Valley. These are ideal options if the weather is foul 

enough to keep you off the mountain tops. The Tolkien 

Track (1.5 hours), the Big Tree Reserve Loop (30 mins), & 

the River Ramble (30 mins).  

Drive about 12km along Styx Rd, ignoring minor forestry 

tracks, and you should arrive in the Big Tree Reserve (there is a toilet). For the 

Tolkien Track, continue another 2km and turn right onto unsigned waterfall creek 

road. Look for a small, green wooden roadside Tolkien Track sign and cairn about 

1km from the junction. Park here for the return/pick your own adventure style walk 

following pink ribbons to various landmarks &/or the creek. 

 

Mt Eliza Hut (5 hours, 7km. 700m+) – CURRENTLY CLOSED!! 
A brilliant return walk, following a steep 

but good track up to an old hut. There are 

grandstand views across Lake Pedder, Mt 

Anne & the South West wilderness in clear 

weather. The advantage of this track is the 

rewarding views even after 15 mins. To find 

the trail, follow Scott’s Peak Road for 20km to a car park on the left at Condominium 

Creek. Allow 5 hours return to the hut, where there is a water tank and a toilet.  

                                  .  



Marriott’s Falls (3 hours, 5km) 

The sign posted turn off to Marriott’s Falls lies on the right-hand side of the road just 
outside the tiny township of Tyenna. The walk begins at the forked section of road 
directly after the river.  

The trail is easy to follow for the entirety of the hike. The 
beginning of the walk follows a dirt road littered with pot 
holes for 100m or so before crossing a creek where an old 
sign post gives some insight into the history of the walk. 
After recent logging (early 2013) near the beginning of the 
trail, first impressions of the Marriott’s Falls track are those 
of disappointment, it does however quickly get better. Once 
on the trail section, the walk leads you through dense 
swamp gums (Eucalyptus regnans) before opening up into a 
grassy plain around the 1.5km mark. 

The trail then enters the rainforest section, with a number of slippery sections to 
navigate before reaching the falls. During the wetter months the thumping sound of 
the falls will reassure you that you are in the right place for the last 100 meters or so. 
The amount of water that flows over the waterfall can be quiet intimidating at 
times.  The base of Marriott’s Falls can be accessed from either side. The total return 
distance to Marriott’s Falls is 5km.  

 



The Sentinels (4.5km, 4 hours. 650m+) 

Longer and harder than The Needles walk, but more dramatically scenic – with a 
completely different vista to that seen elsewhere on our itinerary. In fine weather, 
this would make for a worthwhile alternative on Day 3 – but ONLY for fit groups 
looking for a fuller day of walking, as it is quite demanding and very steep in parts.  

The walk commences from the unmarked 
Wedge River Picnic Ground (NO toilet), where 
an indistinct track (top right corner) leads to a 
log crossing over the Wedge River. This crossing 
can rise quickly after rain, and at times can be 
slippery. At last check there was a fixed rope to 
assist (July, 2019). A fairly clear pad, leads 
upward over buttongrass plains, then ascends 
to the base of a cliff lined gully. This continues 

steeply staying close to the cliff on the left side of the gully to the first crest, then on 
to the main ridgeline of the range. This first major feature is a significant subsidiary 
knoll/saddle area, and can be used as the turn-around point to shorten the walk if 
desired. The higher summit is to the east and is reached by tediously following the 
rising rocky & often scrubby ridge. 

The views along this section are very good on a clear day with Lake Pedder to the 
south and Lake Gordon in the opposite direction. Many mountains of the Southwest 
National Park are also visible - including the Frankland Range, which is the general 
direction for where the original Lake Pedder would have rested down below. Return 
the same way. Take extra care on the descent.  

 



Mt Wedge Track (7km, 6 – 7 hours. 700m+) 

This longer walk could be considered ONLY for a fit group, looking for a fuller day of 

walking. It is quite demanding and steep in sections – but not as technical nor 

difficult than The Sentinels. The walking is mostly through forest – so does lack that 

classic open South-West feeling. There are a couple of obvious open turn around 

spots in case the group is struggling.  

This well used track that is tagged with ribbon and climbs 700m over 7km to the 

summit of Mt Wedge. It takes about 2.5 to 3 hours to summit. There should be a sign 

at track head car park and a weathered sign about 10 minutes along the track. The 

entrance to the large car park is NOT marked with a road sign these days – and can 

be easily missed (if you reach Island Road on the right you’ve gone too far!!. The 

initial stage of the track is part of the Wedge Nature Walk, a circuit walk of about 10 

minutes duration. At the far side of the circuit walk is a sign indicating the Mt Wedge 

track. Follow this track for about 200-300m (the track now goes under the power 

lines) to the 4wd track. Turn left onto the 4wd track and follow this track for about 5 

minutes. You should find the turnoff to the trail on the right. Initially the track is flat 

and crosses a small log bridge. Then the track rises sharply and the long climb 

commences. The track is reasonably maintained and is marked with old markers and 

tapes. After about 1.5 hours the gradient lessens, however the track is still heading 

uphill. Another 15 minutes and the forest ends and the sub-alpine scrub commences. 

Some small rock faces now have to be navigated – take extra care through this 

section. These scrambles are marked by rock cairns, until the summit metal trig is 

visible. The final 100m is near flat walking. A communication building and a Heli pad 

have been constructed in the summit area. On a clear day, the views across the 

south-west should be grandstand. Return the same way.  

Lake Fenton – Lake Webster Circuit (10km approx, 4 – 5 hours. 300m+) 

A more sheltered, lower elevation alternative if the Tarn Shelf is not feasible due to 

bad weather or snow. Drop the main group at Lake Fenton trail head, and shuttle the 

bus to the Lake Dobson Carpark (second guide walks up Lake Webster track). 

The walk starts along the Mt Field East Circuit/Seagers Lookout track before shortly 

branching off around the lakeshore to the left. Note - this track is slightly less distinct 

than others in the park. Follow this around the lake and across Kangaroo Moor, 

before descending to the Broad River Valley and the crossing. If the water level is up, 

you will sadly have to take shoes off and wade across to the other side. Very chilly 

indeed! Once the junction is reached - return to Lake Dobson via Lake Webster track, 

and/or include a side trip to Twilight Tarn if time and energy permits.  



The Needles (2.5 hours, 3km. 400m+) – CURRENTLY CLOSED!! 

The series of jagged faced ridges known as The Needles, located on the northern 

fridge of the South West National Park provides the setting for one of the most 

rewarding, short walks in the area.  

The Needles trail starts at the car park 
signposted as the highest point of 
Gordon River Rd (elevation 651 metres). 
The trailhead is found 10 metres further 
west on the opposite side of the road and 
is clearly marked by cairns. Once on the 
track, pink and green ties will quickly 

direct you through bush scrub to the walker’s logbook and the continuation of the 
track, a sharp right about 20 metres in. From here the walk is a constant but 
manageable climb of 400 or so metres spread out over 1.5km through to the final 
summit.  

The impressive size and ominous nature of the Needles is soon realised as the harsh 
grey face of the first needle like outcrop comes into view directly above you after 
passing through the lower hillside section of the walk. Beyond the first outcrop the 
trail is extremely exposed with little vegetation to provide protection from the high 
winds that frequent this area. The trail continues to climb up a series of natural steps 
for another 30 minutes, passing by a number of smaller outcrops before reaching the 
summit point (1020 metres). From the top, your climbing efforts are exponentially 
rewarded with vast uninterrupted 360-degree views; Mt Mueller and Mt Anne to the 
south, Mt Field West to the north and glimpses of Lake Pedder, The Thumbs and 
Gordon to the west. Return via the same track. 

 



 

 

  



Notes on Common Flora 

Mt Field NP Flora 

The park has long been recognised as an area with a high degree of floristic diversity 

relative to other Tasmanian mountains. This is a result of various influences including 

the park's geographic location central to both the eastern and western floras of 

Tasmania, the range of geological substrates present including dolerite, sandstone, 

and quartzite, and its altitudinal range which extends from lowland to alpine 

habitats. There are more than 433 higher plant species recorded in the park and 

reserves, of which 261 are dicots, 125 are monocots, eight are conifers, and 39 are 

ferns or fern allies. 

The lower zone, from 158 m to 670 m, comprises tall open 
forest dominated by Swamp Gum Eucalyptus regnans 
and/or Stringybark E. obliqua, with a wet understorey 
characterised by Musk Daisybush, Olearia argophylla. The 
middle zone, from 670 m to 940 m, is closed rainforest or 
mixed forest, with the rainforest element dominated by 
Myrtle, and Sassafras, Atherosperma moschatum with an 

understory of Celery-Top Pine, Phyllocladus aspleniifolius. The upper zone, from 880 
m to 1220 m, is subalpine woodland dominated by the endemic Tasmanian Snow 
Gum. In common with other parts of Tasmania, species richness in the park increases 
with altitude. 
 
The alpine communities found on the tops of the mountains and plateaux of the park 
are characterised by a mosaic of heath, herb-field, bogs and bolster moor 
communities. The distribution of these communities depends upon drainage, wind 
protection and the depth and duration of snow lie. Cushion plants are interspersed 
with pineapple grass bogs and occur on the most exposed and wettest areas of the 
plateaux. Sphagnum bogs are found around alpine and sub-alpine lakes and tarns. 

The subalpine forests and woodlands of the park are 
characterised by several Tasmanian endemic conifers 
including: the Pencil Pine, Athrotaxis cupressoides found 
around the higher lakes and tarns of the park; the King Billy 
Pine, Athrotaxis selaginoides; and several dwarf pine species 

including mountain plum pine, creeping pine; cheshunt pine; and dwarf pine. 
 
Some species are restricted to certain drainage basins in the park. The Broad River 
Valley contains the greatest diversity of communities in the park. The Tasmanian 
endemic Cider Gum, Small Fruit Hakea, and Grevillea Australis appear to be 



restricted to the northern part of the Broad River Valley. Buttongrass, Bottlebrush, 
and Slender Twine Rush; are all restricted to the Broad and Humboldt River basins. 
Fine-Leaved Hop-Bush is restricted to the Lake Emmett region, and sticky everlasting 
is virtually restricted to the Lady Barron basin. Richea milliganii is found in the park 
only in the Humboldt basin. 
 

Each autumn, the alpine region attracts hundreds of 
people seeking out the famous changing colours of the 
deciduous beech, nothofagus gunnii. It is Australia’s only 
cold climate winter deciduous tree, and a Tasmanian 
endemic.  
 

Some 100 million years ago, when the forerunners of Nothofagus first appeared, 
Tasmania was part of the supercontinent of Gondwana. As Gondwana began to 
split, Nothofagus (or Southern Beech) was common in what would later become 
South America, New Zealand, Antarctica, Australia and their near neighbours. 
In fact, it was the present distribution of Nothofagus that first suggested to scientists 
that these landmasses might once have been joined. The species of Nothofagus most 
closely related to Tasmanian fagus are found in South America and New Zealand, 
strongly supporting the suggestion that the region was formerly linked to those 
landmasses. Just why fagus is the only cold climate, winter-deciduous Australian tree 
derives from that ancestry. 
 
Deciduousness - the seasonal losing of leaves - is brought on by a combination of 
weather and plant chemistry. During warmer months, chlorophyll in the leaves not 
only helps convert sunlight into sugar, it also gives the leaves their green colouring. 
But as the days shorten, chlorophyll starts to break down and another pigment 
called anthocyanin takes over. It is this pigment which gives autumn leaves their 
colour. Eventually, as the leaves cease to take up any further nutrient, they fall to the 
ground, returning precious minerals to the soil which will feed the next spring 
growth. 
 

South-West NP Flora 
 
An obvious feature in the south-west, is the prevalence of low-
lying heathy plains which cover about 30% of the park. The 
dominant species in this landscape is tussocky buttongrass. 
Thick scrub bands of other species, proliferate around the 
waterways. These plains are generally poorly drained – 

resulting in popular walking routes becoming notoriously wet & muddy. 
Impenetrable scrub & waist high mud are two infamous obstacles that the south 
west wilderness is well known for in bushwalking circles.  



Temperate Rainforest Species 

         Myrtle Beech   Sassafras 

 Leatherwood   Celery-top Pine  Dogwood 

     Native Laurel    Horizontal 

 Musk Daisy-Bush      Stringybark 

          Swamp Gum       Soft Tree Fern 



Alpine & Sub-Alpine Species 

     Tasmanian Snow Gum       Pencil Pine 

            Pandani                 Deciduous Beech 

 Waratah   Scoparia   Mountain Rocket 

         Mountain Pepper    Christmas Bells 

 Pineapple Grass      Cushionplant 



Wet Sedgelands, Heath & Dry Woodland Species 

 Buttongrass      White Waratah 

            Silver Banksia   Alpine Needlebush 

  Pink Mountain Berry     Swamp Melaleuca 

                           Tea-Tree      Cutting Grass 

          Wiry Bauera      Cheesewood  



Notes on Common Fauna 
 

Mt Field NP Fauna 
 
The great majority of Tasmania's native terrestrial and arboreal mammals occur 
within the park. The diversity of habitats within the park's relatively small area is 
responsible for such a diversity of species. Species that are either extinct or 
endangered on the mainland are found in the park, such as the Eastern Quoll and the 
Eastern Barred Bandicoot. The last Tasmanian Tiger, to be seen in the Hobart Zoo 
was trapped in the nearby Florentine Valley in 1933. 
 
Birds have taken advantage of the range of altitudes and habitats available, and 
consequently many species are found within the park. This includes 11 of the 12 
Tasmanian endemic species such as the Tasmanian Native Hen, and the Black 
Currawong.  
 
Several species of amphibians and reptiles occur, including the endemic Tasmanian 

Froglet. Skinks in the park include two endemics, the Southern Snow Skink, only 

found above 1000 metres, and the Tasmanian Tree Skink, found in tall wet forest. 

Lake Fenton is an important type locality for a number of endemic moths. Other 

invertebrates of particular interest include Plesiothele fentoni, a spider believed to 

be extinct until recently, found around the edges of Lake Fenton, and the vulnerable 

carabid beetle, Geodetechus parallelus, an obligate cave dweller only known from 

the Junee-Florentine caves. Other rare invertebrates occurring in the alpine and 

subalpine communities of the park include the vulnerable alpine day-flying 

moth Dirce aesiodora and the cushion plant moth Nemotyla oribates. The 

caddisfly, Diplectrona castanea, is considered to be extinct, as it has not been 

recorded since 1936, despite limited searches. The mountain shrimp Anaspides 

tasmaniae, first described in 1893, is found in many alpine pools and tarns of the 

park. 

Tasmanian Devil – once native to mainland Australia and is 

now found in the wild only in Tasmania, including on Maria 

Island where there is a conservation project with disease-free 

animals. Now the largest carnivorous marsupial in the world 

following the extinction of the Thylacine in 1936. It is 

characterised by its extremely loud and disturbing screech, keen 

sense of smell, and ferocity when feeding. The Tasmanian devil's 

large head and neck allow it to generate among the strongest bites per unit body 

mass of any living mammal land predator, and hunts its prey and scavenges carrion.  



Experts estimate that the devil has suffered a more than 80% decline in its 

population since the mid-1990s and that only around 10,000–15,000 remain in the 

wild as of 2008. The facial tumours that effect the devils are transferable between 

individuals. First seen in 1996 in Mount William NP, (DFTD) has ravaged Tasmania's 

wild devils, and estimates of the impact range from 20% to as much as an 80% 

decline in the devil population, with over 65% of the state affected. The state's west 

coast area and far north-west are the only places where devils are tumour 

free. Individual devils die within months of infection.  

                    

Pademelon – now extinct on the mainland. The name 

originally comes from a corruption of the Port Jackson 

aboriginal name “badimaliyan.” It is predominantly a 

nocturnal herbivore, thriving on the lawns in this area.  

 

Bennett’s Wallaby – also known elsewhere as 

the red necked wallaby. Tasmanian subspecies is 

smaller, with longer & darker shaggier fur.  

 

Short Beaked Echidna - Echidnas are monotremes 

(mammals that lay eggs). They have many features which 

are reptilian in nature - such as egg laying, legs that extend 

outward then downward, and a lower body temperature 

(about 31-32’C) than other mammals. They typically shelter 

in rotten logs, stumps or burrows, or under bushes. 

                                         



Eastern Quoll - once occurred on mainland Australia, 

with the last sighting occurring around Sydney in the early 

1960s. The species, fortunately, is widespread and locally 

common in Tasmania. Male eastern quolls are about the 

size of a small domestic cat averaging 60 cm in length and 

1.3 kg in weight; females are slightly smaller.  

Platypus - an egg-laying, semi-aquatic mammal, most 

closely related to the echidna as the only other type of 

monotreme (single hole – digestive, reproductive, 

urinary). It uses electro-receptors in its rubbery bill to 

find food on the bottom of freshwater streams, lakes and 

ponds. Males have venomous spurs, females secrete milk through their skin, and 

their young are born into burrows dug into earth banks. This iconic mammal was so 

weird that when specimens first reached Europe at the end of the 19th century they 

were considered fakes. Tasmanian platypus are relatively huge, with some adult 

males weighing up to 3 kg.  

Common Wombat - the largest burrowing mammal. 

Indeed, it is such an accomplished burrower that early 

settlers called it a 'badger'. However, its closest relative is in 

fact the koala. The Tasmanian Wombat is not as large or 

bulky, averaging 85 cm in length and 20 kg in weight. Being 

marsupials, female wombats have a pouch that in their case 

opens backward to prevent dirt and debris entering while burrowing. The distinctive 

cube shaped dung of the wombat is a useful indication of its comings and goings. Any 

new object within a home range is a prime target for marking with dung, particularly 

if it is elevated. Fallen trees, fresh mushrooms, rocks and even an upright stick have 

been found with dung on top! The cube shape means that dung is less likely to roll 

off such objects. 

Tiger Snake - Tiger snakes occur in most habitats in 

Tasmania. They become inactive over winter, retreating into 

rodent burrows, hollow logs and tree stumps. Generally, 

Tiger snakes do not stay in the same place for more than 15 

days, males being especially prone to wandering. The highly 

toxic venom is produced in large amounts. The venom is mainly neurotoxic, affecting 

the central nervous system, but also causes muscle damage and affects blood 

clotting. The breakdown of muscle tissue can lead to kidney failure.  

 



South-West NP Fauna 

 

The Orange-Bellied Parrot is a small 'grass parrot' and as its name 

suggests, has an orange patch on its belly. They migrate between 

the Australian mainland and Tasmania, spending summer breeding 

in Tasmania and winter in coastal Victoria and South Australia. 

OBP’s nest in hollows of eucalypt trees near button grass plains in 

south-west Tasmania. Sadly, the OBP is one of Australia's most 

threatened species, with less than 50 parrots thought to exist in the wild today. It is 

protected under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

(1999) and is listed as Critically Endangered. 

Current threats to the species include: 

- Habitat loss and modification 

- Predation by cats and foxes 

- Spread of noxious weeds 

- Mortality caused by collisions with structures 

- Inbreeding due to small population and other genetic factors 

Port Davey Marine Reserve 

When freshwater meets saltwater, layering occurs because 

freshwater is lighter in weight than dense saltwater. Within the 

marine reserve, this causes the dark band of tannin-rich 

freshwater to sit on top of the clear saltwater. This 

phenomenon is known as stratification. In Bathurst Harbour 

and Bathurst Channel, the freshwater layer is at its deepest – 

around 4 m – in winter, when rainfall is highest. The narrow 

zone where freshwater meets saltwater is called the halocline, 

or salt gradient. Some species have adapted to live in either 

fresh or saltwater.  

It is highly unusual for an estuary to have low nutrient levels, as the waters that drain 
into them usually contain sediments rich in nutrients. In the southwest however, the 
waters have drained through the nutrient-poor, shallow soils of eroded quartzites.  



Many of the marine invertebrates found in Bathurst 
Channel are usually found in much deeper and often 
inaccessible ocean waters. Sea pens are one of the most 
iconic and fragile animals in the reserve. Standing like white-
robed sentinels on the seafloor, they are named after their 

resemblance to antique quill pens. Each sea pen is a colony of hundreds of miniature 
animals. One loses its tentacles to become the bulbous stalk, while others become 
the branches and feeding tentacles. Like many other soft-bodied invertebrates, when 
threatened, sea pens collapse and contract into the muddy sediment.  

In Bathurst Harbour and Bathurst Channel, the dark, poorly 
oxygenated, low nutrient waters attract few fish – with the 
most common being eels, sharks and skates. One species of 
cusk eel is unique to Port Davey. The endangered Maugean 
skate (also known as the Port Davey skate) occurs only in 

Bathurst Harbour and Macquarie Harbour. Both the Maugean skate and an unusual 
relative of the ice fish that also occurs here are related to species found in the fjords 
of New Zealand and South America – land masses to which Tasmania was once 
connected.  

Apiary Sites 

European bees were first successfully introduced 
into Tasmania in 1831 and the first Italian bees were 
introduced in 1884. The industry produces honey, 
beeswax and provides pollination services to the 
seed and fruit growing industries. 
 
Approximately two-thirds of Tasmania’s honey 

production is from leatherwood blossom. The remainder includes honey types such 
as clover, blackberry Manuka and gum. The leatherwood flow is from early January 
to April - and is the basis of the commercial industry in Tasmania. 
 
Leatherwood grows in rainforest in the south west areas of the State largely within 
regions managed and controlled by State Government authorities as either 
production forests or the World Heritage Area. 
 
Leatherwood honey has a strong flavour and particularly distinctive aroma. It is 
unique to Tasmania and has established a worldwide reputation as a distinct honey 
type. 



 
Horsfield's Bronze-
Cuckoo  
 

 
Shining Bronze-
Cuckoo  
 

 
Pallid Cuckoo  
 

 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo  
 

 
Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo  

 
Yellow-Tailed Black-
Cockatoo 
 

 
Blue-winged Parrot 
 

 
Green Rosella (e) 
 

 
Swift Parrot  
 

 
Eastern Ground Parrot 

 
Southern Boobook  
 

 
Masked-Owl 
 

 
Kookaburra 
*Introduced 

 
Brush Bronzewing 
 

 
Tassie Native-Hen (e) 
 

 
Orange Bellied Parrot 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1719-Chrysococcyx-basalis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1719-Chrysococcyx-basalis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1723-Chrysococcyx-lucidus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1723-Chrysococcyx-lucidus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/144581-Cacomantis-pallidus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1850-Cacomantis-flabelliformis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/1850-Cacomantis-flabelliformis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/116834-Cacatua-galerita
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/116834-Cacatua-galerita
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/116845-Calyptorhynchus-funereus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/116845-Calyptorhynchus-funereus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/18880-Neophema-chrysostoma
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/18922-Platycercus-caledonicus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/19284-Lathamus-discolor
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/20116-Ninox-novaeseelandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/20425-Tyto-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/2413-Dacelo-novaeguineae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/3336-Phaps-elegans
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/144481-Tribonyx-mortierii
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190265588758818
http://www.flickr.com/photos/19212060@N00/2191557831
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190496760211666
http://www.flickr.com/photos/64565252@N00/3048251632
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/2172021
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1328952
http://www.flickr.com/photos/16520061@N08/6991857173
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190289056248386
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lathamus_discolor_Bruny_2.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/58792328@N00/4331645399
http://www.flickr.com/photos/32196337@N04/3295713669
http://www.flickr.com/photos/47322737@N00/459610970
http://www.flickr.com/photos/61169890@N05/5575399908
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190713741304354


 
Lewin's Rail  
 

 
Brown Quail  
 

 
Latham's Snipe  
 

 
Silver Gull  
 

 
Masked Lapwing  
 

 
Golden Whistler 

 
Olive Whistler 
 

 
White-faced Heron  
 

 
Peregrine Falcon  
 

 
Brown Falcon  
 

 
Tawny Frogmouth 
 

 
Black Swan  
 

 
Mallard  
*Introduced 
 

 
Chestnut Teal 
 

 
Pacific Black Duck  
 

 
Wedge-tailed Eagle  
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/548-Lewinia-pectoralis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/505881-Synoicus-ypsilophorus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/505881-Synoicus-ypsilophorus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/3914-Gallinago-hardwickii
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/144507-Chroicocephalus-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/4872-Vanellus-miles
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/4936-Egretta-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/4647-Falco-peregrinus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/4680-Falco-berigora
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/19721-Podargus-strigoides
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/6914-Cygnus-atratus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/6930-Anas-platyrhynchos
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/6958-Anas-castanea
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/6987-Anas-superciliosa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/5080-Aquila-audax
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_birds_of_Australia_(16794262792).jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/71589894@N00/3192214557
http://www.flickr.com/photos/19212060@N00/6698459323
https://www.flickr.com/photos/victor_fazio-iii/20296848716/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1029343
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/468577
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/7836407
https://www.flickr.com/photos/strictfunctor/15828616708/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/32005048@N06/4038193381
https://www.flickr.com/photos/stevex2/14510611748/
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/19738773
http://www.flickr.com/photos/victor_fazio-iii/8594795956/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1445881
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/5971877


 
Brown Goshawk 
 

 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
 

 
Western Marsh-
Harrier 
 

 
Little Pied Cormorant 
 

 
Great Cormorant 
 

 
Little Black Cormorant 
 

 
Tree Martin  
 

 
Welcome Swallow  
 

 
Superb Fairywren 
 

 
Southern Emu-Wren 
 

 
Eastern Spinebill  
 

 
Strong-billed 
Honeyeater (e) 
 

 
Black-headed 
Honeyeater (e) 
 

 
Yellow Wattlebird (e) 
 

 
New Holland 
Honeyeater 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/5114-Accipiter-fasciatus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/5138-Accipiter-cirrocephalus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/5173-Circus-aeruginosus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/5173-Circus-aeruginosus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/370351-Microcarbo-melanoleucos
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/4270-Phalacrocorax-carbo
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/4273-Phalacrocorax-sulcirostris
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/144806-Petrochelidon-nigricans
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/11882-Hirundo-neoxena
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12065-Malurus-cyaneus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12133-Stipiturus-malachurus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12238-Acanthorhynchus-tenuirostris
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12252-Melithreptus-validirostris
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12252-Melithreptus-validirostris
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12253-Melithreptus-affinis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12253-Melithreptus-affinis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12618-Anthochaera-paradoxa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12632-Phylidonyris-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12632-Phylidonyris-novaehollandiae
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/5025243
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nvoaden/25758219554/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/76868228@N08/10251938326/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/stevex2/10323419945/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1202179
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/661733
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/4165838
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/461298
https://www.flickr.com/photos/strictfunctor/24992790396/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/amaizlish/7280253104/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/5460067
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190573934033682
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/4239837
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830191006706034930
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/656407


 
Crescent Honeyeater 
 

  
Yellow-throated 
Honeyeater (e) 
 

 
Superb Lyrebird 
*Introduced 
 

 
Scarlet Robin 
 

 
Spotted Pardalote  
 

 
Striated Pardalote 
 

 
House Sparrow  
*Introduced 
 

 
Flame Robin  
 

  
Pink Robin  
 

 
Dusky Robin (e) 
 

 
European Starling 
*Introduced 
 

 
Eurasian Blackbird  
*Introduced 
 

 
Bassian Thrush  
 

 
Silvereye  
 

 
Tasmanian Thornbill (e) 
 

 
Brown Thornbill 
 

 
Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12641-Phylidonyris-pyrrhopterus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/508982-Nesoptilotis-flavicollis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/508982-Nesoptilotis-flavicollis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12700-Menura-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12700-Menura-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12700-Menura-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12700-Menura-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13531-Pardalotus-punctatus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13532-Pardalotus-striatus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13858-Passer-domesticus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14168-Petroica-phoenicea
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14168-Petroica-phoenicea
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14172-Petroica-rodinogaster
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14190-Melanodryas-vittata
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14190-Melanodryas-vittata
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14850-Sturnus-vulgaris
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/12716-Turdus-merula
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13030-Zoothera-lunulata
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13030-Zoothera-lunulata
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/202505-Zosterops-lateralis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13465-Acanthiza-ewingii
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13468-Acanthiza-pusilla
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13469-Acanthiza-chrysorrhoa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13469-Acanthiza-chrysorrhoa
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/5904380
https://www.inaturalist.org/check_lists/90194-Mount-Field-National-Park-Check-List
http://www.flickr.com/photos/64565252@N00/440570894
http://www.flickr.com/photos/0ystercatcher/3803544164/
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190504214252370
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830189958707552722
http://inaturalist.ca/photos/2978860
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nvoaden/33159829776/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/944704
http://www.flickr.com/photos/31864021@N08/7855623552
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190812646760114
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/5582422
http://www.flickr.com/photos/aviceda/6609894591/


  
Tassie Scrubwren (e) 
 

 
Scrubtit (e) 
 

 
Striated Fieldwren 
 

 
Dusky Woodswallow 
 

 
Black-faced 
Cuckooshrike 
 

 
Black Currawong (e) 
 

 
Grey Currawong  
 

 
Australian Magpie 
 

 
Beautiful Firetail 
 

 
Satin Flycatcher 
 

 
Grey Shrikethrush 
 

 
Grey Fantail  

 
Eurasian Skylark  
*Introduced 
 

 
Forest Raven  
 

 
European Greenfinch 
*Introduced 

 

 
European Goldfinch 
*Introduced 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13506-Sericornis-humilis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/72440-Acanthornis-magna
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/13527-Calamanthus-fuliginosus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8083-Artamus-cyanopterus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/7990-Coracina-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/7990-Coracina-novaehollandiae
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8424-Strepera-fuliginosa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8425-Strepera-versicolor
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8575-Gymnorhina-tibicen
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/14092-Stagonopleura-bella
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8072-Myiagra-cyanoleuca
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8514-Colluricincla-harmonica
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/144737-Rhipidura-albiscapa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/7347-Alauda-arvensis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/8043-Corvus-tasmanicus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/145360-Chloris-chloris
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/9398-Carduelis-carduelis
https://picasaweb.google.com/107386319100895694067/OurBirdingTrips04?authkey=Gv1sRgCJDz5oS70oSHbg#5830190585627734242
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sussexbirder/8079660765/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1365815
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1421190
http://www.flickr.com/photos/16520061@N08/6626590633
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/3093883
http://www.flickr.com/photos/16520061@N08/6991192589
http://www.flickr.com/photos/19212060@N00/416285219
https://www.flickr.com/photos/22616984@N07/14383437507/
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/2883008
http://www.flickr.com/photos/13861029@N00/3387762036
http://www.inaturalist.org/photos/1900210
http://www.flickr.com/photos/15384669@N03/4230658383
https://www.inaturalist.org/check_lists/90194-Mount-Field-National-Park-Check-List


Notes on Aboriginal Heritage 

Mt Field NP Aboriginal Heritage 

Limited archaeological surveys in the park have shown that Aborigines used the land 
and waters of the park; more extensive surveys of the nearby Florentine Valley have 
shown Aboriginal occupation of over 30,000 years. 

To date there have been no systematic archaeological surveys conducted in the park 
and reserves. Two Aboriginal sites have been identified inside the park boundaries, 
located near Lake Fenton and Lake Dobson. These consist of an isolated artefact find 
and an artefact scatter. Evidence of Aboriginal occupation has been found outside 
the park in several caves near the Florentine River, dating from the Pleistocene. 

It has been suggested that the park fell within the territory of the Big River people, 
who occupied territory ranging from the Great Western Tiers to Mount Wellington. 
The Pangerninghe band located at the junction of the Derwent and Clyde Rivers near 
the present-day township of Hamilton, were the closest band to the park and 
reserves area. 

South West NP Aboriginal Heritage 

Archaeological research has shown that Aboriginal people occupied parts of the 
South West NP for at least the past 35,000 years and were, for 20,000 years, the 
southernmost people on Earth. Archaeological excavations have shown that the area 
contains a rich suite of Australian Pleistocene (ice age) sites, with occupation 
deposits providing significant information on Aboriginal life in Tasmanian and 
mainland Australia during this period.       

 



The area can be considered a Pleistocene ‘province’ as the sites share many 
attributes in common. During the Pleistocene, Tasmanian Aboriginal people lived 
under alpine conditions when temperatures averaged 6°C below those of today. 
Detailed archaeological studies of faunal assemblages have revealed the hunting and 
butchering practices of the inhabitants, as well as the timing of their seasonal visits. 
Aboriginal people predominantly hunted wallaby so this archaeological evidence 
offers an interesting comparative dataset and research opportunity in relation to 
select mainland Australian sites and the northern hemisphere sites associated with 
the reindeer hunters of Europe. Studies of their lithic material shows that, while most 
was locally obtained, Aboriginal people carried favoured stone up to 100 kilometres 
from the source.  

As the ice age waned, the predominately alpine environment was overtaken by 
encroaching wet forests. These forests are likely to have driven away the prey 
species, with Aboriginal people potentially unable to turn back these forests with 
their firesticks. Based on current evidence, Aboriginal people may have subsequently 
had to abandon large areas in the TWWHA for as long as 10,000 years. At the same 
time the sea had risen and created the island of Tasmania, isolating the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal people from mainland Australia for the longest period in human history. 
Current archaeological evidence suggests that it was not until about 4,000 years ago 
that Aboriginal people began to reoccupy the greater TWWHA, with a focus on the 
coastline. Importantly, while this suggests a period of hiatus, people may have 
remained within many areas, with evidence of occupation either undiscovered 
and/or lost through inundation of coastline by rising sea levels. The presence of 
hundreds of middens containing the food remains of shellfish, birds, land, and 
marine mammals is testimony to the abundant resources on the coastline, which is 
one of the richest heritage coastlines in Australia.  

The South West Nation is the best known from 
the TWWHA region. Many details have been 
collected through observations and conversations 
with Aboriginal people by the government 
representative George Augustus Robinson who 
walked the southwest coastline in 1830. The 
South West nation appears to have had the 
largest seasonal movement of all Tasmanian 
nations, having reciprocal visiting rights to the 
northwest coast as far as Cape Grim and the 
southeast coast as far as Bruny Island. There is 
evidence that they also raided colonists in the 
interior behind New Norfolk in 1829.  



In 1815, James Kelly, merchant explorer, was the first to describe a (peaceful) 
encounter with the inhabitants of Louisa Bay. Kelly claimed to have discovered Port 
Davey and, soon afterwards Huon pine (Lagarostrobos franklinii) was being logged 
there. However, it was the establishment, in 1822, of a penal station at Sarah Island 
in Macquarie Harbour that most likely disrupted the traditional lifeways of the 
Aboriginal people in the South West nation. The penal institution and its outlying 
pilot station and signal station at Macquarie Heads lay across the migration route of 
the South West Nation in their travels to their northern hunting grounds. Over 1,100 
convicts were incarcerated there during the eleven years of its operation and over 
100 escaped, many pursued by military guards. It is likely that these desperate 
escapees, their pursuers, and the armed guards stationed at the Heads and 
elsewhere, sowed the final destruction of the tribe through violence and disease.  

Throughout his travels in the South West nation’s territory in the 1830s, Robinson 
remarked on the many empty huts he observed and puzzled as to where the 
inhabitants could be. It is likely that this was the end result of introduced British 
diseases as well as unrecorded murder perpetuated over the previous fifteen years. 
By 1834, the last of the southwest coast Aboriginal people were rounded up for 
incarceration on Flinders Island. However, a small family escaped notice. In 1840, the 
explorer James Calder was crossing the Painters Plains, in the high country near the 
northern boundary of the TWWHA, when he noticed a recently built Aboriginal hut, 
the interior surface covered with art. 

Notes on European History 

Mt Field NP History 
 
From the 1830s, trappers and snarers worked the high country around Mt Field, 
coming in from Montos Marsh (now Ellendale). Bushrangers and escaped convicts 
were known to have hidden out in the country around Bushy Park in the 1840s, 
trapping and taking advantage of local farms such as Fenton Forest. 

Prior to 1910, the only access to the high country was by pack track from Ellendale. In 
1869, the eminent botanist Baron von Mueller visited Mt Field East on a week-long 
collecting trek, guided by the Rayner brothers, local trappers. 

The first non-Aboriginal to encounter Russell Falls was a settler named Browning in 
1856. The falls became known as Brownings Falls until about 1884 when confusion 
caused them to be referred to as Russell Falls, and by the turn of the century, the 
name was firmly established. The original Russell Falls, named for a member of an 
exploration party in the Derwent Valley, was actually located on the Tyenna River, 



which was previously known as Russell Falls River. Frodsham surveyed the area in 
1884, and the Falls Reserve was proclaimed in 1885. 

In 1893 the Tasmanian Tourist Association was formed to promote Tasmania's 
scenic wonders of Mt Wellington, Russell Falls and the Hartz Mountains. In 1899 
Tasmania was the first British colony to issue scenic stamps, including ones of Russell 
Falls. The development of a railway network that extended to the park in the early 
1900s made it a popular destination. Marriott's Guesthouse was built in 1911 at the 
present-day entrance to the park to accommodate visitors. Sightseeing, walking and 
fishing were the most popular activities. 

Perhaps as early as 1870, and in 1893, introduced trout species were released into 
the park’s lakes to develop the sport fishing potential of the area. 

Skiing and ice-skating became popular in the 1920s, 
leading to the formation of the Ski Club of Tasmania is 
1926. This group built the hut at Twilight Tarn. It took a 
full day to reach it along the old Pack Track. Many 
artefacts from this era are displayed in the Twilight Tarn 

Hut. In 1941 huts were also built at Lake Fenton for skiers. The opening of the Lake 
Dobson Road in 1937 made access much easier for winter sports, and ski field 
development at Mt Mawson took off after World War II. 

Work was begun on the Lake Dobson Road in 1934 and largely completed in 1937, 
using local unemployed labour. A post, wire and rail fence were erected on the low 
side of the road as part of this construction program and remains of the fence can 
still be seen in many places. The road originally finished at Lake Fenton and a motor 
vehicle shed was built there in 1936. 

In 1922 the Public Works Department surveyed the park as a source of fresh water 
for Hobart and towns between. When the road was completed, the Lake Fenton 
water supply scheme was undertaken, involving construction in the park of a dam 
wall and siphon tunnel capable of releasing eighteen million litres of water per day 
into the Lady Barron Creek. The water is captured in a weir lower down the 
mountain, just outside of the park, and piped 65 kilometres to Hobart. The scheme 
was opened in 1939, and the dam wall was raised in 1954. The level of the lake can 
be drawn down eight metres from full supply level. Due to fears of polluting the Lake 
Fenton/Lady Barron Creek water supply, the road was extended to Lake Dobson. The 
Lake Fenton huts were removed and rebuilt as the Government Huts closer to Lake 
Dobson, outside the Lake Fenton catchment. Only the original ranger's hut and toilet 
remain close to Lake Fenton. 



South West NP History 

Possibly the first Europeans to cross into the wild rugged country of the south west 
interior were the convicts James Goodwin & Thomas Connolly. They managed to 
escape from the penal settlement on Sarah Island on the islands west coast, and 
crossed all the way to Hobart. They are touted as the first European men to have 
done so. On their journey, they most likely followed the Franklin or Denison River, 
and passed through the Vale of Rassales. Upon Goodwin’s recapture, due to his 
unique experience – he was pardoned and used as a guide for later surveying 
expeditions into the area.  

George Robinson also explored the area extensively 
in 1830 during his “round up” of the remaining 
Tasmanian aboriginals. He mostly spent time along 
the coastlines, but used indigenous tracks to venture 
inland – climbing Mt Hayes in the Western Arthurs 
along the way. One of Robinsons team, McKay 

returned to the area five years later to cut the track bearing his name which crosses 
the Arthur plains - leading into the Huon Valley. By the mid 1800’s there were 
whaling & pining settlements beginning to spring up in Port Davey. Tracks were 
eventually pushed inland, aimed at opening up the area for development. Small 
mineral wealth was discovered (most significantly osmiridium at Adamsfield), 
however the infertile plains were found unsuitable for sheep & agriculture. 

Notable explorer T.B Moore spent the first half of 1879, on a solitary 
unbacked prospecting venture between Macquarie Harbour & Port 
Davey. Whilst not discovering any mineral wealth, he made many 
corrections to the maps of the era – especially to the river systems.   

In 1905, the South Coast Track was cut as an escape route for 
shipwrecked sailors. It was recut numerous times over the years, and 
essentially followed the same route as the popular walk of today. 

Similarly, (although some sections had been used often to access Settlement Point 
throughout the mid 1800’s) the Port Davey Track was re-cut in 1898 for the same 
purpose but led inland towards Maydena area.  

Osmiridium was discovered in the Adamsfield region in 1925, prompting something 
of a rush to the area. This naturally occurring alloy was predominantly used in the 
manufacture of fountain pen nibs. In 1925 the railway reached as far as Fitzgerald 
(not far from Maydena), and numerous pack tracks continued on to the mining area. 
At its height, the town had a population of over 2,000.  



During this time, Fitzgerald served as a major centre on the 
way to Adamsfield. There were four big timber mills built 
close to the railway, and this become the areas main 
industry. After a fire in 1934, the mills were burnt down – 
and forestry operations were shifted further along the 
railway. Logs were transported to the Newsprint Mill in New 
Norfolk. The current township of Maydena was built in 1947, 
the name meaning “shadow” in indigenous language – fitting 
for a town lying deep in a valley beneath two mountain 
ranges.  

Lake Pedder in south-western Tasmania 
was a beautiful, isolated glacial outwash 
lake formed about 10,000 years ago 
during the last Ice Age. The shallow, nine 
square kilometre lake was ringed on its 
eastern shore by a white quartzite beach 
and sand dunes. It lay in a large, flat 
valley, the source of the meandering 
Serpentine River, surrounded by 
spectacular mountain ranges. 

The first European to discover the lake was John Wedge, a surveyor sent out in 1835 
to discover the sources of the Derwent, Huon & Gordon rivers. He named it after Sir 
John Pedder, the first chief justice of Tasmania.  

Until the 1960s only the avid bushwalker had ventured into this rugged wilderness, 
but this was to change. The original Lake Pedder was destroyed in 1972. The 
protection provided by its national park status, granted in 1955, was revoked by the 
Tasmanian government in 1967. It allowed the Hydro-Electric Commission to dam 
the Gordon River and flood the valleys of the Serpentine and upper Huon Rivers, to 
create a backup reservoir for the Gordon Dam and Power Station.  

The Premier of the time, Eric Reece - was well known for his staunch support of the 
HEC and its power development schemes on the Gordon River, which earned him the 
nickname "Electric Eric". In 1972, Reece approved the flooding of Lake Pedder, which 
proceeded despite a determined protest movement and a blank cheque offer 
from Prime Minister Gough Whitlam to preserve the Lake Pedder area. Reece 
refused Whitlam's offer, stating that he would "not have the Federal Government 
interfering with the sovereign rights of Tasmania". 



By the early 1970s, Lake Pedder had become Australia's most controversial piece of 
water and the bitter environmental debate started Australia's move towards 
environmental awareness. It was the flooding of Lake Pedder that saw the birth of 
the United Tasmania Group – the first “green” political party in the world. Despite 
the protests and demonstrations, more than 240 square kilometres of Tasmania's 
wilderness were drowned and the original lake is now 20 metres underwater. The 
new, artificially created impoundment was also named Lake Pedder. Even today, 
there is support for draining the impoundment, which flooded Lake Pedder. Some 
studies suggest that with rehabilitation work, the lake and its neighbouring creeks 
and wetlands would be restored and the valley would regain much of its aesthetic 
value. 

 

In 1968, the South-West National Park replaced & expanded upon the original Lake 
Pedder National Park. It was further expanded upon over the next 30 years, and 
today covers over 600,000 hectares of wilderness. It is the largest reserve in the 
state.  

In 1982, the fight to prevent construction the 
Franklin River Dam ultimately led to the World 
Heritage Committee inscribing a vast area of 
wilderness in western Tasmania onto the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) World Heritage List, 
protecting it for all time. 

The Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 
(TWWHA) encompasses one of the last remaining 
wilderness areas on earth, and one of the largest 
tracts of temperate rainforest. The TWWHA covers 
around 1,584,000 hectares, or almost one fifth of 



Tasmania’s land mass – an area that protects a greater range of natural and cultural 
values than anywhere else on the planet. In 2013 major extensions to the TWWHA 
were added to the property – these included areas of Mt Field NP, the Styx Valley & 
the Florentine Valley.  

The TWWHA is one of only two World Heritage properties to fulfil seven out of the 
ten possible criteria (the other is Mt Taishan in China). It meets four natural & three 
cultural, and is the only world heritage site with the word “wilderness” in its title.  

Deny King – “King of the Wilderness” 

For over a hundred years (1900 to around 2010) only three 
families have lived long-term in the Bathurst Harbour and 
Port Davey region – the Kings, Claytons and Willsons. The 
most famous resident was Deny King, legendary bushman, 
tin miner, naturalist, artist and environmentalist, and a man 
who left an indelible mark on all who were privileged to 
meet him. 

Deny's father, Charlie King was one of the first to work the 
quartzite gravels in the area seeking tin ore – first at Cox 

Bight in the late 1800s, then at Melaleuca in 1835. Charlie with his two children – 
Deny and Win – stayed on after other miners withdrew. Deny was unafraid of hard 
work and he took over the mine from his father. He relished the challenges of 
Tasmania’s remote southwest and Melaleuca became his home for 55 years, almost 
his entire life. 

In 1940 Deny enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force and served in the Middle East, 
Papua and New Guinea building roads, bridges and airstrips. In hospital during World 
War II, Deny also met the woman who would become his wife. After pursuing a four-
year courtship with Margaret by correspondence, courtesy of passing fishing boats, 
they married and in 1949, Deny brought her by boat around the South Coast to his 
‘kingdom’ in Melaleuca. What a shock this remote area must have been to her! 

In 1953, he brought in a caterpillar D2 diesel tractor by fishing boat to mechanise the 
mining at Melaleuca and in 1955 he began the herculean task of building an airstrip 
to reduce their family’s isolation (by then they had two girls, Mary and Janet). He 
completed the airstrip over three summers and in so doing became an unwitting 
agent of change. Until then only visited by fishermen and bushwalkers, Deny had 
made Southwest Tasmania accessible to mining companies, photographers, 
journalists, and sightseers. Being a welcoming soul, he built two commodious 
visitors’ huts to accommodate these visitors – both which still stand today as 
bushwalker huts. 



As well as a miner, he was an artist and field naturalist, contributing to research with 
observations about birds (including the migratory and now endangered orange-
bellied parrot), marsupials, and invertebrates. He forwarded many specimens to the 
University of Tasmania and among these were new plants Lomatia tasmanica (a type 
of guitarplant, believed to be the world’s oldest living plant clone), Euphrasia kingie 
and the extinct Banksia kingii.  

He guided anthropologists to sites used by the Needwonnee people; supplied daily 
information to the Bureau of Meteorology - and, concerned about dwindling 
numbers, instigated a recovery program for the orange-bellied parrot. It was his work 
that played a significant role in the proclamation of the Southwest National Park – 
and later the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area. 

Sadly, Deny died of a heart attack on 12 May 1991 and his ashes are scattered in 
Bathurst Harbour. The King family home remains on the banks of Moth Creek and is 
regularly visited by family. The Deny King Bird Hide – now a museum under 
development – is another of Deny’s legacies.  

Hydro-Electricity in Tasmania 
 

About 90% of Tasmania’s electricity is generated 
currently by hydro. In the early 1900s, the miracle of 
hydro-electric power was just arriving in Tasmania. 
Launceston’s streets were lit by the privately-owned 
Duck Reach Power Station, and a few industries were 
generating their own electric power. In 1914, the 
Tasmanian Government bought a small electricity 

company in financial difficulty and created the Hydro-Electric Department. The first 
power station, Waddamana, opened in 1916.  

By the 1920s, hydro-electric power was revolutionising Tasmanian farms, mills, mines 
and factories, but electricity was not yet widely available for household uses. 
Constantly growing demand for power kept the pressure on the Hydro’s construction 
program through the 1930s, but equipment, materials, expertise and labour became 

scarce and progress slowed during the Great Depression and World War II. 

Construction work in the early years was difficult and dangerous, requiring great 
resilience and pioneering spirit. The camps were rustic and isolated, often bitterly 
cold. Working conditions improved in the 1930s and 1940s with better housing and 
village facilities, modernised equipment and tighter safety precautions. After World 
War II, the Hydro recruited large numbers of international migrants to construct 
dams and power stations. Their common Hydro bond brought English, Polish, 



German, Italian, Scandinavian, Eastern European and other migrants together with 
Tasmanians, and created lively and diverse communities. Many Hydro workers from 
overseas settled permanently and stayed with the organisation for decades, even 
creating multi-generational Hydro families. 

During the 1950s, insatiable demand stretched electricity supplies to the limit. 
Tasmania’s industries had boomed and most ordinary Tasmanians were now 
enjoying fully electric homes. A severe drought that began in the late 50s saw power 
restrictions introduced. At the same time, Hydro proposed major new developments 
with the construction and commissioning of a number of stations through the 1960s. 
The drought finally broke in 1968 and a major development was planned for the 
Gordon River, which would spark Tasmania’s greatest environmental conflict. 

The 70s and 80s saw significant public focus on 
the Hydro’s operations with growing controversy 
over the flooding of Lake Pedder and plans for the 
Lower Gordon scheme resulting in the emergence 
of the environmental movement. Saving the 
Franklin River became a national political issue. 
Ultimately, work on the scheme ended in 1983 
when the High Court prevented the dam from 

being built. The age of dam-building in Tasmania was drawing to an end. The 
Anthony Power Development was considered the last in Tasmania and its power 
station, commissioned in 1994, was named “Tribute” in honour of the thousands of 
workers who sacrificed so much to build the state’s power system. 

Small Towns 

New Norfolk 
- In 1807 people from Norfolk Island persuaded to settle new area 

- Originally known as Elizabeth Town, renamed in 1825 
- It was the third planned settlement after Hobart & Launceston 
- Many founding folk were “First Fleeters”, 10 are buried in nearby Lawitta 
- Notable is Betty King, last surviving “First Fleeter” & first convict woman in Australia 
- The Bush Inn is the oldest continuously operating pub in Australia (1815) 
- Willow Court Infirmary was established in 1827, to accept sick & invalid convicts 
- Hop plants were introduced in 1846, some drying kilns (oast houses) remain 
- The railway was built in 1887 but was closed in 1995 
- A newsprint mill was built at Boyer in the 1940’s boosting local industry 
- Norske Skog, a Norwegian company has owned the mill since 2000 



Bushy Park  
- Settled in 1812 by AWH Humphrey, town known originally as Humphreyville… 
- Hops were grown from 1867 onward, largest producer in southern hemisphere 

                 

Geological Overview of Tasmania 

Pre-Cambrian (1 Billion – 600 MYA) 

“Life was restricted to the oceans & land was an extensive desert.” 

The oldest rocks in Tasmania are estimated to be of Pre-

Cambrian age and occur mainly in the west, extending from 

Port Davey in the far south west to the Rocky Cape in the 

north coast. The harder rocks form the mountains and ridges, 

while the softer Pre-Cambrian rocks, such as schist, occur in 

the valleys. Examples of these ancient metamorphic rocks 

can be seen in the Arthur and Frankland Ranges, Frenchman’s 

Cap and other sites on the west coast. Pre-Cambrian rocks 

were deposited so long ago that there was no life on land, 

essentially an extensive desert and only single cell life could be found at sea. Plants 

had not evolved and the rocks were left unprotected from strong wind and rain. The 

quartzites (found in the southwestern ranges) and other Tasmanian Pre-Cambrian 

rocks are thought to have been deposited in a shallow sea, originally as sand, mud 

and silt. 

Sequences of rock known as dolomite (aged at around 800 million years) contain 

Tasmania’s oldest fossils. The fossils are single celled stromatolites and have changed 

very little over millions of years- living examples can still be found in some parts of 

Western Australia. 

Cambrian (600 – 500 MYA) 

“Volcanoes and the explosion of life on earth” 

The Cambrian period is renowned around the world for the explosion of life in the 

seas. It has been argued that at this time there was greater diversity of life in the seas 



than currently exists on earth. However, this (life) explosion was followed by major 

extinctions. Tasmania has some small fossils from this time, including (small) 

trilobites which are extinct relations of crayfish and crabs.  

Tasmania entered a period of stretching. Earthquakes and faulting produced 

depressions and left higher areas. The depressions were covered by sea water and 

the highlands remained as a chain of islands. The highland areas provided the raw 

material for erosion during the Ordovician. Eventually the stretching times were 

replaced by periods of squeezing. Chains of volcanoes formed across Tasmania. The 

volcanoes occurred intermittently for millions of years. Many of the rocks on the 

west coast of Tasmania were produced by volcanoes and some of these are known as 

the Mt Read Volcanic Belt, a highly significant mineralised belt. 

Ordovician (500 – 400 MYA) 

“Highlands, erosion and migration” 

The start of the Ordovician period was a major period of mountain destruction in 

Tasmania. They were subjected to extensive erosion and deposition of these 

sediments which were then compressed to form the sandstones and conglomerates 

that are obvious today around Queenstown, in the West Coast Range and the 

Denison Range. Big river systems carried large loads of boulders, cobbles, gravels, 

sands and clays wearing down the mountains. Large alluvial fans formed at the foot 

of mountain slopes. The rivers carried fine sediments, into the oceans where 

abundant animal life occurred. Similar processes are still occurring today in areas of 

active mountain building and erosion such as the Himalayas. 

In the middle of the Ordovician, Tasmania was covered by sea, 

shallow in some areas, deep in others. The times were very 

warm and due to continental drift Tasmania was part of a 

much larger land mass situated near the equator. Warm seas 

provided the ideal environment for the accumulation of 

marine debris and limestone deposits, from waters that were quite deep to those 

that were shallow and tidal. The Gordon Limestone (2 km deep), formed from these 

marine and limestone deposits (known as calcium carbonate), is one of the most 

complete carbonaceous (limestone) sequences in the world. It outcrops in parts of 

the Franklin and Gordon River valleys and around Mole Creek. 

Devonian (400 – 300 MYA) 

“The building of mountains and very quiet times” 



The Devonian were very quiet times to start with. 

Sediments accumulated on the edges of seas. It was 

about this time that life started to invade land.  

Tasmania had two discrete geological provinces up to 

this time - separated by a major fault known as the 

Tamar Fracture System. In many ways it may have 

resembled the San Andreas Fault system. This fault was the boundary between two 

continental plates along which there was considerable lateral movement. The major 

collision of the two continental plates occurred along the whole of south east 

Australia - the Great Dividing Range is the eroded legacy of this event. This was a 

major mountain building event and it generated a tremendous amount of heat 

resulting in widespread melting in the crust deep below the surface. The heat 

produced magma (molten rock), which gradually cooled at considerable depth below 

the surface. It is this cooled magma that has formed the spectacular granites 

extending from the Tasman Peninsula to Wilsons Promontory in Victoria. 

Permian & Triassic (300 – 200 MYA) 

“Glaciers, fossils & swamps” 

Newly formed mountains to the north west, the result of the collision of continents, 

were again subject to erosional processes. The eroded material was deposited in 

what is known as the Tasmania Basin. The Tasmania Basin covered a large part of 

central and eastern Tasmania. Some of the deposits indicate glacial times as 

Gondwana had again drifted south. Many other Gondwanan continents have similar 

rock sequences. Fossil Cliffs on Maria Island is one of the best examples in the world 

of fossils from this time. The dense fossil shell deposits, mark one of the biggest 

extinctions since the Cambrian. The site contains large drop stones (granite) in layers 

near the fossils, indicating that glaciers or icebergs were melting and dropping the 

eroded material.  

As the sea retreated and the climate warmed up, the Tasmania 

Basin was drained by broad meandering river systems. These 

were the times of dinosaurs, though interestingly dinosaur 

fossils have not been found in Tasmania. The Permian and 

Triassic periods are well represented throughout Tasmania at 

sites such as Maria Island (Fossil Cliffs and Painted Cliffs), 

Tasman Peninsula (Tessellated Pavement and Tasman Arch), 

throughout the Cradle Mountain- Lake St Clair National Park 

and Mt Field National Park. 



Jurassic (165 MYA approx.) 

“Gondwana – the breakup of the landmass” 

The break-up of Gondwana is a much talked about event and it 

had major implications for the geological development of 

Tasmania. In a relatively short space of time about 165 mya 

approximately, 1500 cubic kilometres of dolerite magma 

intruded into the earth’s crust just below Tasmania. The state 

has the largest exposure of dolerite in the world. The rock 

cooled from incredibly hot temperatures, solidified and contracted, producing the 

columnar jointing so often apparent today forming dolerite cliffs.  

Tertiary (65 – 7 MYA) 

It was at about this stage that Tasmania started to look something like it does today. 

Antarctica and mainland Australia broke free, about 45 million years ago. The 

breakup of the supercontinent produced enormous tension in the Earth’s crust 

resulting in faulting which created the early mountain ranges and valley systems we 

see today. These have been moulded continuously by water and occasionally by ice 

to reduce the landscape we see today. 

Pleistocene (2 MYA – present) 

The last 2 million years has seen a number of different glaciations occur in Tasmania. 

The most obvious impacts are on the high mountain areas in the form of erosional 

changes, caused by ice and snow. Areas of lower altitude, being less effected by ice 

and snow, did not encounter such obvious changes, except that the effects on sea 

levels were quite significant. The sea level dropped sufficiently on some occasions to 

create the land bridge between Tasmania and mainland Australia. Lakes and swamp 

deposits from these times now provide important information on the climatic 

history.  

 



As the ice retreated and glaciers melted the sea levels rose to a level similar to today. 

Sand that was transported landwards by rising seas and down rivers, accumulated 

along seashores producing spectacular landforms such as the isthmus features on 

Bruny Island, Maria Island and at Freycinet Peninsula as well as many other coastal 

land forms. 

Mt Field NP Specific Geology 

The park lies to the west of the Derwent Graben, formed during the mid-Tertiary. 

Outcropping to the west of the park, and underlying it as basement rock, are strongly 
folded older successions of Ordovician and Siluro-Devonian sediments including the 
Gordon limestone and its equivalents. Jurassic dolerite is ubiquitous above about 
760 metres, with Triassic and Permian sediments outcropping at lower altitudes. 

The Triassic and Jurassic rocks of the park and reserves show strong Gondwanan links 
with those of the Transantarctic Mountains in Antarctica. The Triassic sequence of 
sedimentary rocks is very uniform, non-marine in origin and contains evidence of 
lacustrine and fluvial conditions with basic intrusive material. The basalt dyke visible 
near Mt Bridges above Lake Seal is evidence of a recent intrusion in the faulted 
dolerite. The Jurassic dolerite (170 million years old) provides a firm link with 
Antarctica being of identical age. 

Lady Barron Falls, Horseshoe Falls and Russell Falls are composed of horizontally 
bedded marine Permian siltstone benches. The vertical faces of the waterfalls are 
composed of the more resistant sandstone layers along vertical joint. 

Mount Field contains excellent examples of 
landforms produced by various Pleistocene (recent) 
glaciations. During the period of maximum 
Pleistocene glaciation, a permanent snowfield 
covered the top of the Mt Field plateau that fed 
surrounding valley glaciers. The higher peaks of the 
park were nunataks of rock exposed above the 
snowfields. The largest glacier, up to 12 kilometres 

long, formed the Broad River Valley. The remnants of the most extensive ice action in 
the park are visible in the terminal moraines of the Broad River Valley and the huge 
cirque walls above Lake Seal. The numerous tarns on Tarn Shelf are an excellent 
illustration of glacial scouring. Twisted Tarn and Twilight Tarn are reminders of the 
glacier that flowed down from Lake Newdegate to Lake Webster. Another glacier 
flowed south from the Rodway Range to form Lakes Belcher and Belton, and north 
from the Rodways to form the Hayes Valley and Lake Hayes. 



To the east, another glacier flowed from the snowfields of Mt Field East, Kangaroo 
Moor and Wombat Moor, terminating just below the level of the present Lake 
Fenton, which was dammed by extensive blockstreams. The blockstream which dams 
Lake Fenton is considered an outstanding example of a periglacial blockstream. 
These block streams are a feature of the slopes of Mt Monash south of the lake. Two 
other glaciers further east produced Lake Nicholls, Lake Rayner and Beatties Tarn.  

 

The string bog at the northern end of the Rodway Range is probably the best 
example of this type of landform in Tasmania. It is a series of small terraced ponds 
which appear to have been dammed by a combination of glacial debris, peat and 
vegetation, possibly on the steps of an underlying blockstream. 

The Junee-Florentine karst covers an area of about 18,500ha and 
contains more than 500 documented cave entrances, and 50km of 
explored underground tunnels. Niggly Cave (375 m), which is 
located inside the park, is thought to be the deepest cave in 
Australia. Other important caves are Junee Cave (in the Junee Cave 
State Reserve), Beginners Luck, Welcome Stranger, Frankcombes 
Cave, Cashions Creek Cave and Growling Swallet. Many of the 

caves are part of a much larger system which water tracing has shown to be linked to 
an underground stream network that is the source of the Junee River at Junee Cave. 
The western part of the park and the Junee Cave State Reserve are located within the 
karst catchment and contain numerous significant karst features of high 
geoconservation value. State forest adjacent to the park and reserves also contains 
significant caves and karst features, including caves linked to the Junee River system. 
The majority of caves in the area are accessible only to very experienced cavers, only 
Junee Cave is suitable for visits by the general public. In 2019, a group of local cavers 
set a new depth record of 395m, and confirmed a link between Niggly & Growling 
Swallet systems – Australia’s deepest & fourth deepest respectively.  



South-West NP Specific Geology 
 
The predominant rock of the south-west is Pre-Cambrian quartzite, which covers 
about half of the region. This very old rock, subjected to massive pressures, has been 
extensively deformed into great waves and folds that are evident in many areas. On 
top of these old rock beds, layers of sandstones and mudstones were laid down, and 
some remnants remain on the Southern Ranges.  

Conglomerates (Denison Range) and limestones cover 
large areas in the east, where there were once shallow 
seas. Igneous dolerite from the Jurassic period only 
remains on the tops of the more eastern mountains – 
such as on Mt Anne, Mt Wedge, Mt Mueller, and in the 
Southern Ranges - but it may have once been much 
more prevalent.   

Erosion of quartzites produces poor soils, and as a result – 
much of the area is covered with thin vegetation on flat 
heath covered plains between the ranges. Examples of 
quartzite mountains are Frenchman’s Cap, the Western & 
Eastern Arthur Ranges, The Sentinels and The Needles.  

The coastal region is interesting, as the sea has risen since the last ice age to drown 
the southern & western coasts. Bathurst & Macquarie Harbour are fine examples of 
flooded valleys.  

 



              
 

     

 

Panorama of Mountains from Mt Field West  



2019 Bushfires 
 

In late 2018 & early 2019 dry lightning storms ignited hundreds of 
fires across the state. Parts of the SW NP & Franklin-Gordon WR NP 
were affected, including popular walking destinations such as Lake 
Rhona, Mt Eliza, The Needles, & the Western Arthurs. About 6% 
(95,000ha) of the TWWHA was impacted. Fortunately, most 
vegetation affected was fire adapted eucalypt forest or button 
grass moorland. It is important to note however, that some burnt 
vegetation types (usually quite specific to Tasmania) such as 

temperate rainforest, alpine communities & native pine groves do not recover well (if 
at all) from such fires.  
 

        



Notes & Corrections: 
 
Please jot down any information that you feel will help contribute to make this 
resource more factual & interesting!! 


