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Kellys Hut 
This hut was constructed in 1958 by Pat Kevin and Lloyd Kelly. The weatherboard structure was 

bought from the State Electricity Commission and re-assembled on this site. This hut replaces an 

earlier hut built in 1890, which burnt down. The hut was a base for the grazing activities of the Kelly 

brothers and they assisted with hut maintenance activities until 1991 when grazing was phased out 

in the area.  

Fitzgeralds Hut 
After the original hut was accidentally burnt down by a Melbourne School group Ian Stapleton and 

his wife supplied the materials and the labour and the Fitz’s would cart everything up to the site 

from Shannon Vale, and supply the tucker.  A replica of the little old original paling hut built in 1903 

was not allowed. The present hut built from recycled sleepers was built in the early 1990’s.  

Tawonga Huts 
These huts, constructed in the mid-1950’s are the fourth generation of Tawonga Huts. The WJ Hicks 

family of Dederang used the huts in association with their grazing activities and assisted in the 

maintenance of the huts. The huts were probably used in the 1930s at Pretty Valley by the State 

Electricity Commission when surveying the High Plains. 

Cope Hut 
Built by the Ski Club of Victoria in 1929, Cope Hut was coined 'The Menzies of the high plains' by 
early visitors due to its size and comfort. 

Wallace’s Hut 
Arthur, William and Stewart Wallace built the hut in 1889. The uprights, rafters, wall plates and slabs 

are snow gum obtained locally, and the battens and shingles are alpine ash, obtained from a steep 

gully down towards Big River. The shingles were split there and packed in bags on horses up to the 

hut site. This timeworn cattlemen's hut is thought to be the oldest in the high plains. 

The brothers took cattle up there from the Kiewa Valley for eleven years. One day, William was 

chasing an emu when his horse fell, tossing him to the ground. He lost his gold watch in a creek 

which has been known as Watch bed ever since. In the 1930s and 40s Joe Holston, an employee of 

the State Electricity Commission, lived at the hut in the summer time. He covered the deteriorating 

shingles on the roof with iron.  

Rover Chalet 
Building at the site started in 1940. Some of the early instigators include Bill Waters, a prominent 

scout, and RW Wilkinson. Early residents at the Chalet included students from Melbourne University, 

Maisie Fawcett and Professor John Turner. Maisie had been employed to monitor the impact of 

grazing on the high plains.  Dubbed the ‘erosion girl’, she set up a large control plot on the edge of 

the Rocky Valley catchment and began the patience-testing task of identifying, counting and 

recording numerous plant specimens. In the process she and others turned the Rovers Chalet into a 

temporary herbarium. 



Alpine Walking Trail 

• Walhalla to Canberra  

• The Victorian Alpine Walking Track, developed in the 1970’s, was the first stage in the dream 

of linking the Australian Alps with a three-state trail. The 650 km track generally follows the 

ridges and high plains through some of the highest country in Australia. You can walk the 

track in 10 weeks.  

Langford’s Aqueduct  

• Built as part of the Kiewa Hydroelectric Scheme. 

• The Kiewa Hydroelectric Scheme is the largest hydro-electric scheme in Victoria and 2nd 

largest in Australia after the Snowy Mountain Scheme.  It is owned by AGL Energy. Originally 

constructed between 1938 and 1961 by the SEC of Victoria.  

• The town of Bogong was established as a base for construction of the KHS. 

• WW11 intervened and it wasn’t until 1944 that power was produced. 

•  Mt Beauty was established for the KHS after Bogong village became too small. 

•  The main reservoir of the scheme is the Rocky Valley Dam.  

 

 


