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TRIP NOTES 

FLINDERS RANGES WITH CAMELS 

9 DAYS 

  

This nine day tour includes seven days trekking with    

camels through the spectacular northern Flinders Rang-

es.The walk departs and returns from Blinman and takes in 

springs, gorges, creeks and of course unrivalled vistas  

throughout the amazing ranges. 

 

Park Trek has partnered with Flinders and Beyond Camel 

Treks to offer this truly unique hiking experience. You will 

walk with a light day pack only while the camel train    

transports all of the food, clothing and bedding for the 

group. 

 

The Flinders Ranges is brimming with wildlife so expect to 

see large flocks of emus, wallabies and a myriad of bird 

species. This tour allows you to access remote areas of 

the region. Travel with two local and knowledgeable camel-

eers who will care for you for the duration of this amazing 

journey. 

 

This unique way of travel allows each trek the freedom to     

explore the spectacularly rugged Flinders Ranges and ap-

preciate the ever-changing environment. 

 

The itinerary is an outline only, days may vary depending 

on weather conditions prior to and during the tour. The  

level of fitness of the group may also mean that the trek-

king days alter slightly. Regardless, you will experience the 

best of the northern Flinders with amazing local guides. 

DAY ONE 
Transfer Day  

 

We depart Adelaide at 8am with our departure from the 

centrally located Chifley Hotel on South Terrace with your 

transfer driver. By mid-morning we will make a local stop 

for coffee and morning tea in Port Wakefield. Another 

stop at Port Augusta for lunch. 

 

We continue north and arrive at the Camel Farm         

approximately 3.30pm.  

 

Upon arrival at Blinman, you will have an introduction to 

camels, meet your guides, enjoy a cup of billy tea and a 

have a swag tutorial. 

 

You will also be provided with a Gear Bag upon arrival. 

This is the bag you are to use whilst on the trek and you 

will be provided with time to pack it this evening. This bag 

is now yours to keep and remember the adventure of this 

trip. Your other bag will remain at the Camel Farm for 

some fresh clothes after your 9 day journey. 

 

Overnight at the Camel Farm. Here we enjoy our first 

night in our swags and have access to basic facilities: 

long drop toilet (no shower) 

 

Overnight: swag 

Meals: Dinner (Morning Tea & Lunch at own expense) 
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DAY TWO 

Walking approx. 8-12km (approx. 4 hours including 

breaks) 

 

This morning we embark on the beginning of our    

journey into the northern Flinders wilderness with our 

camel train leading the way.  We start the day with a 

continental style breakfast and proceed to help the 

load camels with supplies. Today involves walking 

around 8-12km where you can expect to cover flat 

plains reaching some small creeks to set up camp. 

 

Overnight: swag 

Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 

 

DAY THREE 
Walking approx. 12 - 15km 
 

After breakfast and lunch preparations, we begin our 

daily duties of loading the camels and set off for the 

days’ walking. We hike through a scenic gorge passing 

an old shepherd out station that was in use from 1880 - 

1950 and pass by some scenic springs. 

 

Overnight: swag 

Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 

 

DAY FOUR 
Walking approx. 12 - 15km 

 

We start today as usual and then head off to wander 

through purple garge to 'third plain' – a spectacular 

area laden with gorgeous purple flowers. This        

landscape is spectacular and classic Flinders scenery 

that contrasts with the vibrant red mountain ranges. 

 
Overnight: swag 
Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 

DAY FIVE 
Walking approx. 12 - 15km 

 

We spend today hiking down Balcoracana Creek, through 

the spectacular limestone and dolomite gorge. It’s highly 

likely we will spot the gorgeous yellow footed rock wallaby 

on our walk today.  Flocks of emu are ever-present in the 

Flinders Ranges and an amazing sight to see 15-20 in 

groups running across the ranges. 

 

Overnight: swag 

Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 

 

DAY SIX 
Walking approx. 12 - 15km 
 

We are in the routine of hiking with the camels by now, so 

after breakfast we load and up prepare for another fantastic 

day of hiking. Today we visit a large waterhole and large 

Creek. If there is enough water, we can take the opportunity 

for a dip and freshen up here. 

 

Overnight: swag 

Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 

 

DAY SEVEN 
Walking approx. 12 - 15km 
 

Today we spend time walking through Tea Tree gorge, 

again, it’s likely we’ll spot some yellow footed rock wallaby 

on the hike. 

 

Overnight: swag 

Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 
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GUEST INFORMATION 

For guest flying out of Adelaide – please book flights from 

5.30pm.  

 

There is no single supplement for the camel trek tour. 

 

CAMEL TREKKING TEAM 

The team includes two cameleers, around nine adult    

camels and a couple of juveniles. 

 

Head cameleer Ryan has been working with camels for 16 

years, leading treks through the Simpson Desert, Strzelecki 

Desert, Sturt Stony and Great Victoria Desert. Ryan is an 

excellent bushman and has a vast knowledge of            

ornithology, geology, history and astronomy.  

 

The adult camels are Polly, Mindi, Rolley, Mona, Narie, 

Victor, Bubbles, Taipan and Henry. The camels carry all 

walkers equipment, supplies and water during the camel 

trek. All hikers are walking carrying only a light back pack. 

The juvenile camels come along on the trek as part of their 

training.   

 

 

A TYPICAL DAY 

Mornings start nice and early around sunrise with the fire 

being lit, the billy put on and breakfast is eaten around the 

fire.  

 

During this time, the camels are let off for some breakfast 

and everyone starts to pack up the camp. Once complete 

the camels are brought in and loading begins.  

 

Once the camels are loaded we set off for the day, usually 

around 9-10am. We walk for a few hours, stopping along the way 

to look at points of interest and then stop for lunch and boil the 

billy. 

 

We hit the trail again and finish up for the day in the mid          

afternoon. When we reach camp, the camels are unloaded, a         

relatively quick process as gravity is on our side. With everyone 

helping unloading is completed within minutes.  

 

Then the camels go to feed for a couple of hours before being 

put to bed for the night. We again put the billy on and the evening 

meal is prepared over the fire. Help with fire wood collection is 

greatly appreciated.  

 

During the afternoons guests are free to do as they like (read, 

relax, or assist in any way you choose around camp or with the 

camels). Evenings are a good time for bird watching and your 

guides will help identify species.  Dinner is served just after dark 

when we can sit around the fire, chat or star gaze before retiring 

to our comfortable swags.  

 

 

DAY EIGHT 
Walking approx. 5-10km 
 
We pack up for our last day out in the Ranges with the 
camels and head back to Blinman. We reach the   
Camel Farm around lunch time where we unload.  
 
Soon after, we take our belongings and head to the 
wonderfully outback Blinman Hotel. Here we have   
access to the hotel amenities and can enjoy a luxurious 
shower, flushing toilets and comfortable bed. 
 
This afternoon and evening we relax and enjoy an 
evening meal at the Blinman Hotel and a well-earned 
beer! 
 
Overnight: Blinman Hotel 
Meals: breakfast, lunch and dinner 
 
 
 

DAY NINE 
Transfer Day 
 
After breakfast we head off on what is our reflective 
journey back to Adelaide. Your transfer driver will col-
lect you from the Camel Farm to make your way en-
route to Adelaide. We will stop for morning tea at 
Quorn and again for lunch at Port Pirie.  
 
Take this time to relax after your long journey and hard 
work.  
 
We should arrive in Adelaide (via airport if requested) 
at around 3.30pm. 
 
Meals: breakfast (morning tea & lunch at own expense) 
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MENU 

All main meals are all included on the camel trek, the food is 

wholesome and hearty. 

 

Breakfast- cereal/ muesli, fruit, nuts and berries, tea/coffee  

Lunch- sandwiches/wraps (meats and salads) fruit cake, tea/

coffee  

 

Dinner is a two course meal of main and dessert prepared 

by your guides. The menu is constantly changing but a    

typical dinner includes something like Moroccan couscous 

with chicken and jacket potatoes with a rice cream dessert 

and fruit plus tea/coffee       

                                                                                  

A piece of fruit is provided each morning that can be eaten 

through the day.  

 

Snacks – Please provide your own trail mix for the 9 days of 

tour, some recommended items being a selection of dried 

fruits, nuts and jelly snakes. 

If you are used to walking with other snacks or hydrolite, 

please bring them along with you.  

      

We are able to accommodate guests’ specific dietary        

requirements but need this information in advance to ensure 

the team is adequately prepared. 

 

GETTING EQUIPPED 

A positive mental attitude is needed during camel treks. It 

often takes hikers a couple of days to acclimatise to the 

camel trekking experience. Initially, the trek may appear  

chaotic especially during loading, however a few days in to 

the trek everyone will have settled in and the time will fly by.  

 

The weather in the North Flinders Ranges during the cooler 

months is usually clear, warm and sunny days followed by 

clear and cold nights and it not being unusual to drop below 

zero.  However, it is also not unusual to experience rain and, 

or warm – hot days during this time, so it is recommended to 

be prepared for all weather conditions. 

SUPPLIED GEAR BAG 

Upon arrival on Day 1, you will be supplied with your 

very own Gear bag to keep. You will be supplied time 

to pack this from your own luggage all your clothing 

and equipment taken on the trip should fit in this bag 

and anything extra will need to be carried by you in 

your day pack.  

Your gear bag will be carried by the camels during the 

day. Please note you will still require a day pack.  

Do not bring any glass products and it is                  

recommended. 

We recommend the following for your Gear bag: 

• 4 pairs long and/or short pants, preferably loose 

fitting, lightweight and quick drying  

• 3 x Long sleeved shirts  

• 5 x T-shirts   

• Fleece jacket/woollen sweater – something 

warm  

• 7 pairs walking socks  

• A set of thermal under garments can keep you 

warm in the face of blustery conditions  

• A woollen or fleece hat for cooler  weather  

• Lightweight, small quick drying towel  

• Wet wipes 

• Waterproof, reusable bag for worn clothing  

• Comfortable shoes for evenings  

• Underwear  

• Toiletries— deodorant, sanitary products, tooth-

paste etc. 

• Head torch with spare batteries 

• Pocket knife  

• Insect repellent 

• Personal first aid kit (guides will carry a first aid 

kit, but you may like to have your own supply of 

tape, bandaids, etc) 

 

SLEEPING BAG 

We will supply a swag (canvas bed roll) that contains a 

mattress. You will need to bring along your own 

sleeping bag that is suited to the local conditions (we 

recommend you have a sleeping bag with a rating of 

zero degrees).  

Your sleeping bag will be rolled in your swag each day. 
You may also choose to bring a small pillow and   
camping mat which can also be rolled in the swag   
during the day. 
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Park Trek strongly recommends travel insurance , 
please check with your individual provider for more 
information regarding unforeseen Covid-19 circum-
stances coverage 
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FOOTWEAR 

Hiking boots/shoes are essential. They should be  

sturdy enough to tackle the rocky terrain of the       

Flinders Ranges as well as being comfortable to walk 

in all day. Please make sure that boots/shoes are well 

worn in (especially if buying new ones) and will last 

the  journey if you are bringing your favourite pair. It is 

also recommended you bring along a change of shoes 

to wear at night in camp this could be thongs or san-

dals.   

 

WATERPROOF CLOTHING 

This is essential. It is likely that it will rain at some 

point on the trek.  If it does rain then we are out      

exposed to all the elements and if this is through the 

day then it is likely that we will continue walking. A 

good wind/waterproof jacket and quick dry trousers 

are needed.      

  

EATING UTENSILS 

Guests are required to bring their own eating utensils. 

A medium sized plate and bowl, knife, fork, spoon and 

a mug. We recommend metal or soft plastic. 

       

WATER 

Water is a precious resource during camel treks. The 

camels carry all of the water for the trek therefore there 

is not an endless supply.  

All the water on the trek is for drinking, there is no   

water available for washing.  

Waterless hand sanitiser is provided before meal time 

to sanitise hands. After meals, kitchen roll is provided 

to clean plates.  

For personal hygiene it is recommended to bring along 
wet wipes/ face wipes to freshen up.  

  

DAY PACK 

We recommend a 20 litre day pack with load 

bearing harness. You will need to have your own 

day pack and water bladder which can carry   

approx. 2 litres of water. 

 

Your daypack will need to carry your daily      

trekking requirements. You will not have access 

to your complimentary gear bag provided on 

Day 1 through the day as these will be stored 

away on the camels. Day packs should be kept 

light for comfort during walking. 

Here is a suggested list of what walkers will need 

to be wearing or have in their day pack:  

• Rain jacket  

• A fleece jacket  

• Wide-brimmed hat for sunny days  

• Beanie or woollen hat for cold days  

• Water bottle or drinking bladder, min 2 litre  

• High factor sunscreen  

• Lip balm  

• Blister pads and / or tape for rubbing and/or blisters  

• Antiseptic hand gel  

• Sun glasses  

• Walking poles (optional)  

• Gaiters (optional)  

• Camera  

• Binoculars  

• Spare batteries for all devices/charger 

• Fly net (optional) 

• Eating Utensils, bowl, plate, knife fork, spoon and mug 

• Scroggin / Trail Mix for 9 days 

 

Other items you may consider bringing: 

• Note Book/ Diary  

• Small sewing kit  

• Hydrolite/ Powerade  

• Small solar panel for recharging batteries 

• Clean set of clothes for after the trek 

• PPE -  Masks, Hand sanitiser and Personal use rapid 

antigen tests  
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TOILET AND SHOWERS 

There are no showers for the duration of the trek. If 

we come across natural water supplies guests can 

certainly use the water. On night 8 of the tour we will 

enjoy a comfortable bed at the Blinman Hotel, the 

luxury of showers and flushing toilets.  

 

On the trail a small trowel, toilet paper and matches 

are provided. When ‘ducking behind a bush’ dig a 

hole 30cm deep, everything must go in the hole and 

burn the paper when safe to do so, (not around     

vegetation) and re fill the hole. Guides will go through 

toileting procedures on the tour also. 

MEDICAL 

Park Trek will collate all guest medical conditions and/ or 

allergies for the guides. 

 

It is very important to inform us of any food allergies or    

requirements. We can cater for special dietary needs but 

must to be informed before the trek. We carry a wide variety 

of foods however; once the trek has departed we do not 

have access to collect more supplies.  

 

All guides carry a comprehensive First Aid kit and all have 

Senior First Aid training. A satellite phone is carried on the 

trek for emergency use, along with UHF radio.  

You should bring your own personal medications for which 

you will be responsible. You may want to bring a small     

personal First Aid kit to carry in your day pack. 

 

It is recommended that tetanus inoculations are current.                                                                                                                                                                                                     


